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FOUR TOPOGRAPHICAL | 
21 
LE ET T Mw 
Written in Jo 7. 1755, 


Upon 2a JOURNEY thro' 


P:DForD3SHINE, NoTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE, DERBYSHIRE, 
LEICESTERSHIRE, WARWICKSHIRE, Ec. 
... | | 
FRO M A 
GENTLEMAN of LONDON, 
TO HIS 


BROTHER and SISTER i in Town; 
GIVING A 
e 
oh COU NTRY thro' which he paſi d; 


WIT 


'* OBSERVATIONS 
"On every Thing that occurred to him, either Curious or 


Remarkable, 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE: 
Printed by I. Faompsow and Companys 
and fold by E. Comyws and H. Cooks, at the R 
Exchange, London, I757. 
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8 The EDITOR to the READ ER. 


HE. following LETTERS are à genuine Per form- 

ance, as expreſſed in the Title Page; and per- 
baps nothing the worſe for being written without any 
View of making them public: An honeſt unaffetted 
Deſcription, given without Study and Labour, ſeems 
beſt adapted to general Uſe, in writing upon Subjects 
of the Sort which theſe Letters contain; and can only 
fail of pleaſing ſuch Readers as prefer Ornament of 
Dreſs before Juſtneſs of Defign, or are better amuſed 
with the Vagaries of Fancy than the Leſſons of Truth. 


Our Author writ them in a Ramble thro* the Coun- 
try, and in that Diſſipation and Gaiety of Heart which 
Perſons who travel only for Pleaſure, commonly en- 

joy: His ſole Aim was to entertain his moſt intimate 

. Friends, at London, with a faithful Narrative of 

= all that occurred to him worth his Obſervation ; his 

Style is therefore familiar, and flows without any Con- 
fraint or Affectation; the Expreſſion is quite free, and 
the Diction generally 57 and plainly ſuch as came 
readieſt to Hand; always very deſcriptive and intel- 
ligible, and often entertaining, in a Manner that 
laborious Erudition is a Stranger to. 


Upon the Whole, as I think ſo full and ſo juſt a 
Repreſentation of that Part of the Iſland thro which 
our Author paſs*d, has not before appeared, and ba- 
ving obtained his Leave to publiſb it, I do not doubt 
but, to all ſuch as find Entertainment in hearing their 
native Country well deſcribed, 645 Publication will 


Nettingham, White-Lion, Sunday July 20. 1755. 


Dear Brother and Siſter, 


& FTER a very delightful Journey 
of two Days, our Friend Mr B. and 

P myſelf arrived here in good Health : 
| And as I promiſed to give you a par- 
ticular Account of every Thing I thought 
worth Notice in our Travels, without further 


Ceremony, I begin as follows. 


WE fet ont Friday the 18th, at Five in 
the Morning, from Sz John's Street, moſt mi- 
ferably equipt with an old tatter'd I wo- 
wheel'd Poſt-Chaiſe, and a Couple of foun- 
der'd Horſes ; the Harneſs was mended three 
Times before we finiſhed our Stage at Bar- 
net; but when we found both Cattle and 
Tackle belonged to.a Collar-maker there, we 
were not ſurpriſed, concluding the Horſes 
were only purchaſed for their Hides, which 
he took Care to wear ſufficiently before they 
were converted into Leather. We fet for- 
ward from thence ſomewhat better accou- 
ter d for St Alban's, where we breakfaſted ; 
and then proceeded in a Four-wheel'd Chaiſe 
thro' Reaborn and Market-Street to Dun- 
ſtable. We obſerv'd the Road between & 
Alban's and Dunſtable to be exceeding good, 

A which 


. 
which we apprehended to be owing to the 
Uſe of broad Wheels, meeting with at leaſt 
twenty ſuch Waggons in this Stage. 


FROM Dunſtable we came to Woburn ; 
where we took the Opportunity, while Din- 
ner was getting ready, of viſiting the Duke of 
Bedford's Seat, called Woburn Abbey, ſituate 
(near the Town) .in a Park, which is nine 
Miles in Circumference, ſurrounded with a 
brick Wall ten Feet high. Great Part of the 
Abbey is new built, being a Quadrangle of 
four regular Sides, having a large Court or 
Area within. The Rooms are not magnifi- 
cent, but elegant enough: The Paintings 
which we ſaw, conſiſt chiefly of old Por- 
traits of the Raſſell Family; and a modern 
Piece of the preſent Duke and Dutcheſs, and 
two of their Children, which appears to be 
the Performance of a Maſter. Ihe Gallery 
is at preſent only hung with old Romiſh Prints, 
and Plans of Foreign Towns; but as that 
Part of the Houſe is not entirely finiſhed, 
when compleated, it will probably be furniſh: 
cd in a better Manner. 


I T being the Duke's public pg 
we were admitted into the Parlour, where the 
Table was ſet forth with the richeſt and moſt 
elegant Service of Plate that can be imagined, 
well becoming the State of its illuſtrious 
Owner. 


BE THOR the main Front of the Houſe 
is a large Bafon of Water, ſeemingly about 


Half 


1 


Half a Mile round, on which floats a large Plea» 
{ure Yacht. Part of the Back Front is made 
Ule of for Stabling. Here we had the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing the Duke mount on Horſeback 
for an Airing, who might be miſtaken, by 
his Appearance, for a plain plodding Coun- 
try Farmer. 


THE Garden, adjoining the Houle, is 
very fmall and mean, poorly embelliſhed 
by a few Rows of Orange 'I rees in I ubs, 
which are its only Ornament; and in the 
Middle is a Graſs Plot and Alcove, where 
the Duke and Dutcheſs ſometimes breakfaſt. 
At a ſmall Diſtance from the Back Front. lies 
the Pleafure Ground, diſpoſed of in derpen- 
tine Walks, adorned with Tufts of Flowering 
Shrubs, and three or four Skittle Grounds, 
At the farther End is a Green-houſe, but in- 
differently furniſhed; and at a ſmall Diſtance 
on the Right-hand, a Chineſe Temple, not 

very remarkable for its Elegance. About 
Hlalf a Mile from the Houſe, toward the 
Town, is a Poultry Yard, and inclofed Places 
for breeding tame Pheaſants and Partiidges: 
Alſo a {mall Decoy | tor tame Ducks ;] and a 
Wilderneſs, inhabited by two Eagles in large 
wooden Cages. | | 


FROM Voburn, (after Dinner) we ſet 
forward for Newport-Pagnel, where we took 
freſh Chaiſe and Horſes for Northampton ; 
about two Miles ſhort of which we obſerved 
a handſome Stone Croſs, called Qucen's Croſs; 

1c 
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it ſtands on a Hill which commands a good 


Proſpect of the I'own. 


NoRkTHAMPTON is a large Town, 
having four Churches and a ſpacious Market- 
place: | he Houſes are built, chiefly of a red- 
diſh kind of Stone, hewn from Quarries near 
the Town, and have not a very elegant Look, 
but are durable; ſome Houſes in a Street Weſt 
of the Market · place having been built (accord- 
ing to their Dates) near 200 Years. Ihe 
chief Things I obſerved worth Notice here, 


are the Great Church in the Center of the 


Town, the County Infirmary, and the Court- 
houſe, where the Aſſizes are held, which 
has a Conveniency for the Priſoners to be 
brought from the Prifon (which is adjoining) 
under Ground, and up through a Trap Door 
to the Bar where they are tried. | 


FROM Northampton we ſet out at Five 
the next Morning tor Market-Harboroygh, 
where we breakfaſted, but found nothing 
worth Notice, From theace to Leiceſter we 
went in a 1 wo-wheel'd Chaiſe, with a comi- 
cal Boy for a Driver, who had all the Airs 
and Motions of a Horſe-Courler, which he 
practiſed in fo affected a Manner as gave us 
great Diverſion; a Monkey on Horſeback 
could not have cut a more droll Figure. 


A T Leiceſter we dined, and ſurvey'd the 
Town and Market: I here are many good 
Buildings, the Market is large, and well ſup- 
plied, and the Town appears rich and popu- 

Tous, 
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lous. In the Market- place we could not but 
obſerve the ſad Effects of Party- differences; 
particularly in a noble Building intended for 
a Town-hall and Market-houſe, almoſt finiſh- 
ed ſome Years ago, but now running to Ruin; 
occaſioned, as we were informed, by Diffen- 
ſions among the Magiſtrates. The like Ef- 
fects of Party-rage diſcover themſelves by 
many Marks of Violence, which appear to 
have been committed on the Dwelling-houſes 
and Meeting-places of the Diſſenters, occa- 
ſioned by Conteſts at the late Election. 


THE Great Church being open for Pray- 
ers, we went in, but found nothing remark- 
able there, except the Picture of Charles the 
Martyr, ſurrounded with Hierogyphics ; ſuch 
as trampling on earthly Crowns and Sceptres, 
and reaching at a Crown of Glory, which an 
Angel is holding out; near him is a Palm Tree, 
with Dr Dalby's Motto, Creſcit ſub pondere ! 
A plain honeſt-looking Clergyman who was 
viewing it, told me, he thought ſuch Pictures 
did great Hurt, for they warmed the Zeal of 
ſame People fo much, that they faſted more 
devoutly, and prayed with more Fervency on 

the 3oth of January, than they did on Goode 
Friday; and that ſome People paid greater De- 
votion to the Day whereon King Charles was 
beheaded, than they did to that on which 
Chriſt was crucified ; and if they had Power, 
would compel all to be as devout as them- 
{elves, or knock them on the Head. © What 
is this (ſaid he) but faſting for Strife and 

“ Dex 


6 
& Debate, and müde 4 the Fiſt of Wic⸗ 
kedneſs. I queſtioned my Companion, 
whether he thought this Parſon was a Whig 
or a Tory? For my own Part I could not 
think he came there with proper e for 
Church Freferment. 


THAT Part of cer which we 
came through, we obſerved to be an open 
Country, producing Plenty of Corn, but very 
deſtitute of Fuel; inſomuch that through many 
poor Villages as we paſt, we ſaw the Inhabi- 
tants had a Methad of plaiſtering the Outſides 
of their Houſes with Cow Dung, which, as it 
became dry, they took off, and preſerved for 
their Winter's Firing. 


From Leiceſter we took the Opportunl- 
ty of the Nottingham Stage Coach, which was 
'empty, and went through Mountforrel, ſo 
named from a high Mount adjoining the 
Town, being a ſolid Rock, of a duſky red, 
or ſorrel- coloured Stone, ſo extremely hard 
and brittle, that no Maſon's Tool can form 
it into Shape, or poliſh to any Degree of 
Smoothneſs: Of rough Stones, hewn out of 
this Rock, the Town is built; which, tho“ 
not very ghily in Appearance, yet may 
vie with Eg yptiau Granite (of which tis ſaid 
the Pyramids are built) for Duration, 


FRO: Mauntſorrel we went to Lough- 
borough, where we baited, but found nothing 
worth Remark; From . we travelled 


on through a pleaſant Country, adorned 
wh 


6 
with many fine Seats, to Nottingham, of which 
we had a delightful View from a Hill, about 
two Miles before we came to the Town. 


NoTTINGHA M appears to great Ad- 
vantage, to a Traveller who approaches it 
from the South; being a large and well- built 
Town, ſtanding on the Declivity of a Rock: 
The great Church ſtands on the Summit, in 
the Center, and adds much to the Grandeur 
of the Proſpect; as does the Caſtle, which 
ſtands on another high ſteep Rock, South 
Weſt of the great Church: The River Trent 
runs from Weſt to Eaſt at ſome Diſtance from 
the Town, over which we paſſed on a Bridge 
of nineteen Arches, and from thence our 
Horſes waded through a deep Water near 

Half a Mile to the Town; we ſaw a large 
Stone Cauſeway, raiſed very high, on our 
Left-hand, which is open to none but Foot 
Paſſengers, unleſs when the Waters are im- 


paſſable. 


W alighted fafe at the hire Lion Inn, 
famous for the Depth and Largenefs of its 
| Cellars, which are hewn out of the folid 
Rock. This Inn ſtands in the Market- 
lace, which is ſpacious, and ſurrounded with 
F chiefly] good Buildings; tho here and there 
is left an old, low, ill- built Houſe, which gives 
a Stranger room to ſurmiſe, the other Part 
of the Buildings were not always ſo elegant 
as at preſent. There is a ſmall Piazza on 
cach Sue the Market- place continued from 
TER. Street 
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Street to Street, which makes it pleaſant to 
walk here in all Weathers, and view the Shops, 
which are generally large and well furniſh- 


ed. 

Soo after we arrived, our, old Friend 
R. F. (whom we found in good Health) took 
us to ſee the Caſtle, which is a modern ſquare 
Building, belonging to the Duke of Neu- 

'eaſtle. Tis fituate on a high Precipice, and 
has a - handſome Terras on three Sides: 
One of which commands a fine Proſpect of 
the Town ; the others, of the River, and an 
extenſive View of the Country. At the North 
Eaſt Corner of the Terras, 1 obſerved a ſmall 
Pair of brick Stairs went down Part of the 
Rock to the Door ; which, on Enquiry, we 
found was the Paſſage into Mortimer's Hole, 
fo called, from a I radition that Roger Mor- 
timer, Earl of March, attempted to ſecure 


himſelf in this Caſtle from the Reſentment of 


Edward III. but finding the King likely to 
be too ſtrong for him, he dug this Hole to 
the Bottom o the Rock, and made his Eſcape; 
but Kapin tells the Story much otherwite : 
However we ſent for the Key, and paſling the 
Door, we found a ſteep zig zag kind of Stair- 
cale, with-irregular Steps cut in the Rock, and 
- {mall Crannies to let in the Light. We de- 
ſcended four or five of the Turnings; but ha- 
ving been informed it was a Quarter of a Mile 
to the Bottom, and no Paſſage out, we re- 
turned, finding our Curioſity ſufficiently ſatiij- 
fed, | Sr. -. £253 
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 Tar1s Town is ſo remarkable for Rocks, 
eſpecially on the South Side, that we obſerved 
a deep Flight of Stairs cut out of the ſolid 
Stone; and going down, we found on our Left- 
hand perfect Rooms hollow'd out of the 
Rock, one under another, which are inhabited 
by poor People; and on our Right, looking 
at the Tops of Houſes, we ſaw Doors in 
the Gable ends of the Roofs, which open 
into little Gardens; and we were informed 
they have Cellars cut in the Tops of theſe 
Rocks; which ſeemed to confirm what I had 
often heard, that © at Nottingham People 
go up Stairs to their Cellars, and down Stairs 
4 to their Garrets.” 

Pas$81NG through one of the Streets, 
Mr F. ſhewed me a Watch-maker's Sign, on 
which was the following whimſical lnſcrip- 
tion. Here are fold all Species of Traclulia, 
& Horadixas; ſome circumgyrated by internal 
Elators, ſome by external appended Pon- 
dera; ſome linguacular and ſome taciturnal ; 
by the Maker, 7% Kirke, from Skegby.”* - 

Wx ſpent the laſt Night very agreeably 
with Mr F. his Wite, and our pretty Couſin 
Ruthy N——, The Morning we appropri- 
ated to divine Service: This Afternoon I de- 
vote to yours: In the Evening we expect our 
laſt Night's Companions; and To- morrow we 
ſet forward for Chaiſworth, from whence I 
hope to write again: Till then, adieu! and 
believe me always to be,. 1 
Ver very affectionate Brother, R. P. 


LE T- 


By ” 
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LETTER I. 


Edinſor Inn, near Chatſworth, Tueſday Evening, July 22. 175%, 


Dear Brother and Siſter, 


T merry Companion and I are 
M juſt arrived at this Place, in good 
| Health and Spirits. We ſet out 
Yeſterday Morning from Nottingham, in a 
'Two-wheel'd Poſt Chaife, for Mansfield, o- 
ver the Foreſt of Sherwood ; of great Renown 
in ancient Fimes for the Exploits of bold 
Robin Hood and his Gang of Robbers ; but 
at preſent remarkable for nothing but a. dee 
ſandy Road, (through which our Horſes 
moved with the Agility of Tortoiſes) and a De- 
fart, overgrowin with Heath and Fern, The 

poor Inhabitants make a ſcanty Livelihood, 
by gathering the Fern and burning it, the 

Aſhes of which they fell for making Soap. 
We paſſed by a fine Seat of Lord Byron's at 
 Newſtead, and got to Mansfield to Dinner. 


HERE we met with a Difficulty how to 
get any further; one Chaiſe only was to be 
had in the Town, and that an open Four- 
wheel'd one with a Coach- box; but no Dri- 
ver was to be found, except the Hoſtler 
of the Inn, a raw ignorant Fellow, not a 
Deſcendent of the Family of Fehu, and who 
knew not a Step of the Road: However, ge 
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made a Virtue of Neceſlity; and being in- 


formed he was ſober, and would be careful, 


we accepted him, and alſo took a Guide to 
conduct us by Balborough to Cheſterfield. 


WE entered Derbyſhire at a little Town 


called Plieſley, and arrived about Six in the 


Evening at Balborough. We ordered our Man 
to drive to the Hall, (about a Quarter of a 
Mile from: the Village) which was formerly 


the Seat of Sir John Rhodes, Bart. the only 


Man of Title I remember to have heard of 
among the Quaters. The preſent Poſſeſſor 
is Gilbert Rhodes, Eſq; who received us 
very politely, tho we were Strangers to 
him: On explaining what it was that excited 
our Curioſity to call there, and our Inten- 
tion of going to Cheſterfield that Night, he 
kindly forbad us to think of it, and inſiſted 
on our tarrying with him all Night, urging 
the Wetneſs of the Evening, (it continuing to 
rain, as it had done moſt of the Afternoon) 
and the Length and Badneſs of the Road to 
Cheſterfield. We could not long withſtand 
his Solicitation, but accepted his Offer, dif- 
charged our Guide, and the Remainder of 
our Equipage was, properly taken Care of. 


After drinking Tea, we viewed the Houſe, 
which is an ancient ſquare Building, with 


Turrets at the Corners, and Battlements round 
it: Its Antiquity is beſt diſcerned from a 
Chimney- piece in the Great Hall, where are 
the Effigies of Q. Elizabeth and Sir Francis 
Rhodes, with a Latin Inſcription, informing 


us that he was chiet Juſtice of the Common 


Pleas 


— — 
» 


(1-28 3 

Pleas in her Reign: What elſe attracted our 
Notice, were two Buſts in Baſſo Relievs, one 
of William Penn, and the other of Sir 8 
Rhodes, After ſurveying the Houſe and Gar- 
dens, we went to ſee his Stable and Hunters, 
paid a Viſit to his Dog-kennel, and walked 
through ſeveral of his Grounds, and a fine 
Grove of Oaks, till we were informed Supper 
was ready; which was plentiful and elegant, 
and plainly ſhewed ns, Old Eng/fþ Hoſpitality 
to Strangers is not quite extin& ; at leaſt, not 
in Derbyſhire. ' After ſmoaking a ſocial Pipe, 
and drinking a chearful Bottle, we retired 
to Reſt: In the Morning we breakfaſted with 
Mr Rhodes, and received a hearty Invitati- 
on to ſpend a Day or two; which we ex- 
cuſed ourſelves from with more Energy and 
Succeſs than we were capable of the Evening 
+ before. He took Leave of us with a moſt 
hearty and friendly Complaiſance, and ſent 
a Servant to conduct us into the right Road 
to Cheſterfield, ſome Part of which is Turn- 
Pike, but all the Way moſt miſerably bad. 


Near Gheſterfield we obſerved a Vein 
of Coal, along, the Side of the Road, which, 
if nearer London, would have been of great 
'Value ; but Coal is fo plentiful in this Coun- 
try, that tis delivered for I hree-pence' Half- 
penny or Four-pence. a Hundred Weight: 
And both Coals, and Pigs of Lead (another 
valuable Commodity) lay plentifully ſtrewed 
about in the Villages we paſſed through. 


CHSTER- 


CHESTERFIELD is a large Town. 
ſtanding on a Hill, and has. a conſiderable 
Market- place; the Houſes are, for the moſt. 
Part, neither regular nor beautiful, being 
built of rough Stone, and covered with, ordi- 
nary Slate: The Church has a tall Spire co- 
vered with Lead; but by ſome Accident it has 
been ſo conſiderably warp'd, as to have à diſ- 
recable Appearance from every Side. Here 
we dined at the George Inn, and after Dinner 
hired a Guide, and ſer forward for Chatſworth, 


W x ſoon had a Taſte of the Peak Country, 
being pretty well prepared for it before by 
rocky Roads. We followed our Guide 
over Hills upon Hills, where Trees and 
Hedges are as fcarce as Churches, and no- 
thing to be ſeen about us but Multitudes of 
huge Stones ſticking out of the Earth, from 
three to five Feet high, and ſome higher, and 
from five to 15 Feet in Breadth; of theſe, Mill- 
ſtones are made, called Peak-ftones. When 
we were got to the Lop of the higheſt Hill, 
our Guide told us, that on a fair Day, (which 
happens, but ſeldom in this Country) we 
might from hence {ce Lincain Minſter, which 
mult be at leaſt forty Miles diſtant. From 
this Hill we rather deſcended towards Chatf- 
worth Park, but found the Roughneſs of the 
Road increaſe upon us; We therefore thought 
it beſt to alight and walk; and chuſing a 
ſtraiter Path, where the Chaiſe could not go, 
we ſtepped down from Stone to Stone, hic 


are laid as regularly as poſſible, not only for 


the 
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the Conveniency of Foot Paſſengers, but 
Pack Horſes, of which we ſa w ſeveral going 

down before us loaden. From Cheſter- 

field to Chatfwarth is fix computed Miles, 
which we were four Hours in travelling, 

and with exceſſive Labour to the Horſes. 


We ſent our Chaiſe forward to Edinſor 
Inn, while we went to view this fine Seat 
of the Duke of Devonſhire, together with 
the Gardens, Groves, and Water-works ; all 
which have employ'd abler Pens than mine, 
and I ſhall be puzzled to deſcribe them in 
ſuch a Manner as will give you a tolerable 
Idea of them, and far ſhort of the plea- 
ſing one which thoſe enjoy who ſee them, 


TAE Houle is large and lofty ; built of 
Stone hewn ſrom Quarries about five Miles di- 
ſtant, and equal inWhiteneſs to Bath or Port- 
land: Its Form is quadrilateral; the Roof is 
flat, farrounded with a handſome Stone Balu- 
ſtrade : The four Fronts are richly decorated 
with Pilaſters, together with the Capitals, 
Cornice, Freeze, and other Parts of the 
Entablature, in the Coriuthian Order. The 
Windows are lofty, and glaz'd with Plate- 
glaſs; each Squarebeing large, and ground with 
a bevil Edge, and the Frames gilt. In ſhort, 
the exterior Parts of the Building and _ | 
ments, have altogether a moſt ſtately Ap 
ance. "Tis ſituate in a fruitful and Jelizheful 
Valley, enriched with ſuch a Variety of na- 
tive Beauties, that Poets have been very laviſh 

| MW 
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in its Praiſe; and Hiſtorians have almoſt out- 
gone the Poets in giving a Looſe to Fancy in 
their Deſcriptions of this Place. Hobbs of 
Malmsbury, tho in no high Repute among 
Chriſtians for his religious Sentiments, has em- 
ploy'd his Pen, with more Credit, in a poeti- 
cal Deſcription of this, among the other Won- 
ders of the Peak; in a Latin Poem, entitled 
De Mirabilibus Pecci: And Charles Cotton, 
Eſq; who ſeems to have borrowed many of 
his Obſervations on this dreary Part of the 
Country from Hobbs, has yet beſtowed ſome 
ſuperadded Eulogiums on this Place. But as 
T purpoſe to give you my own Obſervations 
on this and the other Wonders which F intend 
to viſit, I ſhall be very ſparing of their Helps, 
unleſs where their Poetry may ſometimes 
heighten the Narration; and therein I wt 
you will excuſe my quoting a Paſſage for II- 
luſtration, or to ſhew you that thoſe People 
who have been here before us, conceived of 
the Wonderfulnefs of them juſt as we do. 
Excuſe this Digreſſion; Chatſworth will never 
want Admirers ; it is certainly an enchanting 
Place; tho' as Cotton juſtly deſcribes it, 


Environ'd round with Nature's Shames and Ills; 
Black Heaths, wild Rocks, bleak Crags, and naked Hills. 


Entering the Court Yard, which is on the 
North Side of the Houſe, we aſcended a few 
Steps into the Hall, which is lofty, and finely 
adorned with Paintings of Roman Hiſtory, by 
the celebrated Vario; particularly over the 
Entrance, is a curious 1 of the 
| Murder of Cz/ar in the Capitol. At the — 
| er 
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Gold reſembling Lapis Laauli. 


„ 
ther End of the Hall are two Flights of 


"Stairs from the Sides, which winding round, 


meet and form a Gallery at the Top; the 


'  Balufters are of Iron, of excellent Work man- 
ſhip and gilt: Between the Stairs and under- 
neath them, is formed a fine arch'd Door- 


caſe, which leads to the inferior Rooms and 


Offices; the whole view'd from the Entrance 
appears extremely ſcenical and pictureſque. 


Having mounted the Stair-caſe, and turned 


round, we had a fine View of the Picture 1 


mentioned, which is then upon a Leyel with 


the Eye. 


FROM thence we entered the grand 
Apartment; the ſecond of which is the great 
State-room, and truly magnificent, being 


. richly furniſhed, and adorned with curious 
Paintings; from the Cicling hang two large 
Chandeliers of Silver gilt: Lhe other Rooms 


* 3 


magnificent, and well furniſhed : That called 


are, according to their ſeveral Purpoſes, equally 


the Queen q, cots. Apartment, is decorated 
with fine old. Tapeſtry in Landſcapes; and 
there is one Cieling painted with emblematical 


Figures, to commemorate the cruſhing of the 
Rebellion in 1715, equal to any thing of the 


kind I ever ſaw, The Chapel is not gaudy, 


but prodigiouſly rich: The Pavement is of 
the. fineſt Marble; and the Wall embelliſh'd 


_ with the moſt noble Seng of Vario, re- 


prelenting ſeveral Miracles of our Saviour, not 


In a ring Manner, but in Stone Colour, 


the Pillars heighten'd by Streaks of Blue and 


WHEN 
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Wr N we had feaſted our Eyes with 
the Bcauties of the Houſe, (which the inge- 
nious Mr Cotton was ſo far from attempting 


to deſcribe, that he only ſays of them, 

The Rooms of State, Stair-caſes, Galleries, 
Lodgings, Apartments, Cloſets, Offices; 

The Pictures, Sculptures, Carving, Graving, Gilding, 
Would be as long deſeribing as in building ) del: 
We retired for ſome Relaxation into the Gar- 
dens, where the continued mizling Rain, and 
Hazineſs of the Weather, ſerved ſomewhat 
to quell the Eagerneſs of our Curioſity, and 
compoſe the Hurry of our Spirits: For as a 
conſiderable Part of the Beauty of the Gar- 
dens conſiſts in the Variety of Water- works; 
a ſerene Sky, and warm Weather, would have 
contributed more to heighten the Enjoyment, 
than when the Fountains of Heaven were ſet 
open to play againſt them; eyen as the co 
Grotto's a 5 Shade, is not fo ſoothing in 
Winter's Froſt as in Summer's Sunſhine : 
But yet as there was no Likelihood of our 
having a better Opportunity, we embraced 
the preſent, reſolving to make the Pleaſure 
as diffuſive as we could. a 


TowAR D the North Eaſt, riſes a very 
high Mountain, thick planted with different 
Kinds of Trees, whoſe Heads appearing one 
above another with Leaves of various Green, 
form a moſt beautiful hanging Wood, of pro- 
digious Height; which put me in mind of 
Milton's Delcription of the Boundaries of 
| Paradiſe. | | 
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e er-head up grew | 
nnmnſuperable Height of loftieſt Shades; 11 
Cedar and Pine, and Fir, and E 
A ſylvan Scene ; and as the Ranks aſcen 
Shade above Shade, a woody Theatre 
Of ſtatlieſt View appears. | ; 
On the Summit of this Mountain, Northward, 
ſtands a Summer-houſe, which appears over 
the Tops of the Trees like an old Tower of 
a Country Church, and fets off that Part of 
the Proſpect to great Advantage. Due Eaſt 
from the Houfe about a Furlong, is the Grand 
Caſcade, which falls about the Hke Space 
down a very eaſy and regular Slope betwixt 
two Woods. At the upper End of the 
Caſcade is a Hexagon Temple about thirty 
Feet high; on three Sides of which, next the 
Caſcade, are the Figures of Flora, Ceres, and 
"Pomona, with their Emblems or Symbols. 
From the Top of the Temple iffues a Flood 
of Water, which covering with rolling Waves 
the whole Dome, falls down with great Ra- 
pidity and Noife like a Cataract; from the 
Symbels of the Figures Iikewife ſpout divers 
Kinds of Fountains; and before the Front of 
the Temple two Jets arife in Form of Fans; 
afterwards the whole of this Water ruſhes 
down the Caſcade; and has a moſt grand Effect: 
To ſee the Torrent rolling down, and cover- 
ing the Temple like a Sheet, the Foun- 
tains guſhing up with expanded Arms to meet 
it; and all together come tumbling down 
the head-lonug- rough. Caſcade, appeared very 
amazing! and as my Companion * 
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himſelf, /zem'd ane aggregate Congregation of 
dancing Fluidity. At the Bottom of the 
Caſcade lie a great Number of looſe irregular 
Stones, among which the Water runs, and is 


— 


immediately loſt. 


FROM hence turning Southward, we 
walked along an Avenue thro a Grove of tall 
Pines, which brought us to a kind of Wilder- 
nefs, in the Middle of which a Fountain riſes 
on a Pedeſtal about five Feet high, and fall- 
ing regularly round the Top, forms a Bell, and 
appears like a large Glaſs Punch-bowl inverted ; 
from many Places among the Trees, other 
Fountains iſſue in curve Lines, which they 
call the Battery, and perhaps may be a proper 
Repreſentation of a French maik'd Battery; 
theſe play on the-Punch-bowl; and as faſt as 
they break it in Pieces, it automatically joins 
and mends itſelf again. At a ſmall Diſtance 
is the Repreſentation of a weeping Willow, 
the Leaves of which continually drop with 
Water, and the Limbs and ſmaller Branches 


ſend forth a great Number of Fountains,” all 


which in fine Weather muſt be very charm- 
ing; but to us who were pretty well cooPd by 


the Rain, it afforded but a middling Aſpect: 


We therefore thought it Time to get to our 
Inn, as we had met with no Refreſhment ſince 


we left Cheſterfield: So we waded thro? the 


wet Graſs, and in our Way came to one of the 


great Canals, where two Jets d Eau were 


playing ; and the Gardener (if I miſtake not) 


* ihe . 
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informs us they caſt the Water ſeventy Yards 
gh. 

TH Is is the beſt Account I can give you 
of Chatſworth, which is very imperfect, but 
rendered more ſo, than otherwiſe it would 
have been, by means of the Weather. Chat / 
Worth J think may well deſerye the Compli- 
ment which that merry Monarch Charles H. 
is {aid to have paid i it, viz. That tho' it would 
break a Man's Neck to get to it, it would 
real his Heart to leave it again. 


Fo the Garden we went over a hand- 
ſome Stone Bridge, croſſing the Darwen, 
which runs on the Weſt Side of the Houſe; 
the Stream of which at this Time, by the 
Rain waſhing the Soil from the Mountains, 
look'd of the Complexion of Coffee. We 
are now, as I obſerved at firſt, arrived at our 
Inn; and while my Companion is taking 2 
comfortable Nap by a rouſing Fire, in order 

to get an Appetite to his Supper, I have made 
_ uſe of the Opportunity in writing to you, and 

MY you how much 1 am, 


Yu affettionate Broth, 


LETTER III. 


Birmingham, Saturday Evening, Jaly 26. 1755 
Dear Brotber and Siſter, 


Y laſt was from Edinſor Inn, which 
I hope you have received: I ſhall 
now proceed to give you an Account 


of our Adventures after leaving that Place till 
our Arrival here. 


WepnesDayY Morning (the 23d) 
we ſet forward at Eight o'Clock in our 
Chaiſe, with a Guide on Foot to conduct 


us through a pathleſs Defart, to a Village 


about tourteen Miles diſtant, near which are 
two of the Peak's Wonders, Mam Torr, and 
the Des A—/je. In our Way thither 
we paſſed by Bakewell, which lies in à deep 
Valley, and appears from the Hill we went 
over, (which looks down directly upon it) 
to be a conſiderable Town, having a large 
Church and lofty Spire. We paſſed by ano- 
ther rich and pleaſant Valley, called Mannſel 
Dale, when deſcending the Hill we came to 
a Village, called Astor. Here we diſmount- 
ed, and walked to a famous Marble Quarry, 
about Half a Mile off, belonging to a 
very ingenious Gentleman whoſe Name is 
Watſon : He has erected a Water-mill of his 
own Invention near the Quarty, where the 
Marble is at once faw'd out and polith'd ; 


the Mechaniſm of which Mill is worth a Tra 


yeller's 
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wrought and polifgd, and ſome Marble Tables 
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yeller's Obſervation, the whole Work being of 
ſo ſimple and eaſy a Conſtruction, and anſwers 
every Purpoſe ſo well, that a flight Deſcription 
of it may not be unacceptable. In the Bai 
which runs croſs the Roof of the Mill, a Mor- 
tice is cut, into which is inſerted perpendicu- 
larly a Piece of Wood, faſtened in the Mortice 
with an Iron Pin, ſo that it may move backward 
and forward like the Pendulum of a Clock: 

At one End, a large Block of Marble being 
fixed in a proper Pit, a Number of Saws (an- 
ſwerable to the T hicknefs of the Block) being 
fixed to this Pendulum, are employ'd to cut 
it into ſo many Slabs as the Thickneſs of the 


Block will allow; At the other End of the 


Machine, the Slabs of Marble, already faw'd, 
are laid flat; and the ſame Motion of the 
Pendulum draws a Poliſker over their Surface; 
at the fame Time a {mall Cog-wheel moves 
the Slab - Sideways, that the whole Surface 
may be poliſh'd alike. Before the Slabs are 
brought hither for poliſhing, they are laid un- 
der a large horizontal Shaft, where the Sur- 
faces are ground {mooth from the Saw, The 
Marble of this Quarry is black, but bears fo 
fine a Poliſh, that in the great Room at Edin- 
fer Inn, we oblerv'd a large Slab placed in a 
gilt Frame, over a Chimney-picce, which is 
2 many miſtaken for Looking-glaſs. We 
were ſhewn ſeyeral Slabs and Chimney- 
pieces of, different colour d Marble, the Pro- 

duce of other Parts of the Prak, all finely © - 


in- 
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inlaid with lucid Petrifactions, which are both 
rich and beautiful. Mr Watſon likewiſe ſnew- 
ed us ſeveral Vaſes and Utns fir for Orna- 
ments of grand Rooms, made of the different 
colour'd Marbles and Petrifactions, all of cu- 
rious Workmanſhip ; we contented ourſelves 
with purchaſing ſome Handles for Knives and 
Forks of the different Sorts, as a Sample of 
their Curioſity. I | * 

Do xt N our Stay here, our Charioteer 
pot a Wheel mended, which had been diſ- 
ocated by the Obduracy of the Roads: All 
Things being ſet to rights, we remounted, and 


aſcending the Hills, looked round in vain for 


a Buſh or Tree, the Mountains appearing 
quite barren, or, as my Fellow Traveller ex- 
preſſed it, Fertile in nothing bat Stone; of 
which a good Ule is made: For as the Val- 
lies ate full of Corn, or fine Paſture; the 
Inhabitants make Inclofures with the Stone, 
which they call Hedges; which are ſeen 
for many Miles round from the Tops of the 
Hills, and appear like the Ruins of old For- 
tifications. Proceeding further over the Hills, 


we diſcovered ſeveral Lead-works; and ob- 


ſerving ſome People labouring at one of them, 
we quitted our Chaiſe to pay it a Viſit: On 
entering a kind of Shed, we perceived a large 
Hole like the Mouth of a Well, where the 
Ore is drawn up ; for which Purpoſe, a large 
Wheel or Shaft is work'd by Horſes, in a 
round wooden Building, which they call a 
Cupola, adjoining to the Shed; the Entrance 
: into 
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into the Mine is at a conſiderable Diftarice 


in the Side of the Hill, to which our Curio- 


ity did not lead us. The Ore when drawn 
up, appears like a Heap of Dirt and Stones 
mix d together; this the poor People, Wo- 


men and Children, put into I ubs, and waſh- 


ing the Dirt away, they pick out the Stones, 
and with great Pains of ſearching and ſifting, 
find a little Ore, which is laid by in ſeparate 
Parcels, according to its different Value, this 


# - 


ſeems very hard Labour; and the poor Wo- 


men told us, they muſt work very briſkly at 


it to earn a Groat a Day. 


FP Ro hence we paſſed through 2 Village 
inhabited by thoſe poor People, conſiſting of 


about a hundred Cottages; not built like a 
Street, but {catter'd in an irregular Manner, 
forming indeed a moſt romantic Scene. I he 
Inhabitants appear'd ſo poor and wretched, 
the Land about them ſo barren and ſtony, 
fo unſhelter'd from Wind and Weather, and 
ſo remov'd from the: Comforts and even Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life; that reflecting on the Diffe- 
rence of Condition between the People here, 
and thoſe who with equal Induſtry live in rich 
and populous Cities, affected me with Pity for 
their hard Lot! Yet it is poſlible the Wants 
and Anxietics of theſe, may be fewer and leſs 
than thoſe; and Health and. Contentment 
may compenſate and make ample Amends for 
what we might otherwiſe account a deſolate 
and unhappy State of mere Exiſtence ; I he 
Boundary of truc Felicity in this Life, is > 


Dependence for Subſiſtence is on every curious 
| D 
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be content in the Station which Providence 
has allotted us; and however we may judge 
of Happineſs in others, meaſurin » Frouy by 
our own Deſires, we fhalt be fare to err: 


God is juſt and equal in all his Ways; and, 


44 | — Natures ſhrink at with Affright, 
The hard Inhabirant contends is right. 


Excuſe this moralizing Tranfition, 1 ſhalf n now 
proceed, Wetravelled on without any thing 
to attrack our particular Attention, except the 
dreary Mountains, at great Diſtances round 
about us, peeping their bald Pates over one 
another, till we came to a View of Mam Torr, 
a Mountain higher than the reſt; and only 
notable to ns, for the Side next us being ſteep, 
and ſeemingly of looſe Earth. What is won- 
derful of it (according to the Report of our 
Guide) is, that notwithſtanding the Earth, 
accompanied fometimes with huge Stones, is 


_ continually tumbling: down, JOE 


ein never teems to diminiſh. 


'Lzavinc Mam Torr to the North, 
and coming at Length to the Summit of a 
Hill, we faw Caſtleton in a deep Valley be- 
neath us; at this Place we alighted foes” our 
Chaiſe, and with great Care of aur Footſteps, 
ventured directly down; while the Chaiſe for 
more Safety fetched a Circuit round Part of 
the Hill. Being arrived fafe at Caſtleton, 
(which would be a tolerable looking Place, 
were it not for the Poverty of the Fohabitzats. 
being indeed a Town of Beggars, whoſe chief 


Tra- 
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Traveller who comes to viſit the Place) after 
having taken Care of our Cattle, we ordered 
a Joint of Mutton for Dinner, the belt 
Proviſion the Place afforded. We ſoon found 
a Guide ready with Candles to conduct 
us to the horrid Cavern, called the De—-Ps 

Ae; or, as the Inhabitants more politely 
phraſe it, Peak's Hole: It luckily happened, 
that another Company, conſiſting of ſeven 
Gentlemen and Ladies, were juſt arrived with 
the like Curioſity to explore the dire Abyſs: 
We readily agreed to join our Companies, in 
order both to lighten the Expence, and chear 
up one another's Spirits; for Courage is beſt 
exerted in Concert, and eſpecially where 
Ladies bear a Part in the Adventure. > 


TE Cave lies behind the Town, about 
a Quarter of a Mile from the Inn. On 
approaching it, and before we could fee 
the Entrance, we came to the Foot of the 
Mountain, which is divided with a ſort of 


_- Clift, from whence it is faid to take its 


Name. Walking about a hundred Vards on 
level Ground, the Hill riſes ſharply on each 
Side, forming almoſt a Circle round us, the 
Front is a ragged perpendicular Rock of 
amazing Height, with here and there a 
few Shrubs and Buſhes, fitly inhabited by 
Kites, Daws, and Screech Owls. On the 
Top, and at the utmoſt Verge of the Rock, 
ſtands a Caſtle, from which the Town takes 
its Name. I could obtain no Account either 
when or Wherefore this Caſtle was built, 5 . 
5 | 1 


- , 4 


F 
Situation not being calculated for either O- 
fence, Defence, or Safety; but its Anti- 
quity and Situation add to the horrible 


Solemnity of the Place. On our Left- hand 
we ſa w another Precipice beneath us, with 
a running Water, not akin to the purling 
KRills and Silver Streams, the Haunts of ſigh- 
ing Nymphs and love- ſick Swains, as deſcri- 
bed by the Poets; but a Brook, black and 
diſmal as Styx or Acheron: We view'd this 
Brook and the impending Rock with Awe 
and Aſtoniſhment ; till our Attention at 
length was taken off, and turned to the Entranc 
of the Cavern; the Sight of which, mice 
one of our Company, an Oxford Scholar, to 
break. forth, Oh! how tremendous! And I 
could hardly help contraſting good old Jacob's 
Words, and crying out, How dreadful is this 
Place! Surely this is no other than the Habi- 
tation of” Devils, and this is the Gate of Hell?! 
And indeed no one could have thought other» 
wiſe, who had been bronght ſuddenly to the 
Place, and ſeen how we were attended by 
Infernal Hags, and Imps of Darkneſs — 
You have ſeen the Weird Siſters in Macbeth; 
the Witches in the Sorcerer ; the Fairies that 
pinch Sir Hugh; and Eo, Mev, and Areo, 
who ſtick cloſe to Trapolin; collect their Fi- 
55am in your Imagination, and you will 
aye a right Conception of the Creatures that 
attended us. — Of theſe we had near a hund: 
red, with lighted Candles and wretched 
Countenances, ſtanding ready to conduct us 
into the Cavern, which I am now to deſcrĩbe. 
_ TEE 


( 28 ) 

Tu E extreme Top of the Arch, as near as 
1 eduld gueſs, is abour forty Feet high, and the 
Width at Bottom about double t - "Hei ght; 
it appears to be the Work of Chance or N 
and not to have had the Hand of any human 
Architect in its Formation, tho' the Sweep of 
the Arch is not altogether irregular, but ſome- 
in the Gothic Taſte, When we were 
enter d with our Myrmidons, we ſaw on each 
Side divers Huts, and Women buly at their 
Spinning-wheels before their Doors ; in the 
Middle a Packthread-Spinner's Ground, where 


divers Men and Boys were at Work. Paſ- 


fing by them about a hundred Yards, the 
Roof declines and comes within about three 
Feet of the Ground, which obliged us to 
ſtoop very low to get through; but after 
creeping Sideways about twelve or fourteen 
Yards, the Root riſes again, and advances ta 
ſuch a Height, that we could not diſcern the 
Top with all the Lights we had: At about 
fourſcore Vards farther, the Roof declines 
again lower than before ; and here we ar- 
rived at the firſt River, as it is called, but! it 
ſeems to me a ſtanding Lake of Water, which 
continues under the B Part of the Rock to 
che Opening on the other Side, Farther than 

this, few I ravellers care to 7 Nay, that un- 
| believing Philoſopher, Hobbs, declares none 
ean or ever did go farther ; and treats all Ac- 
counts to the contrary as Fiction: Excuſe my 
quoting a few Lines from the Tranſlation of 
Mis Poem, where he deſcribes the Fatrager of 
the Caye to the River, 


Ma- 
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Making our Entrance with confuſed Lights, 

Two Rocks, with crooked Backs, drove from our Sights 
The Beams. of Day, and bending down below, 

On All-four force us thro” their Arch to go; 

Until at length the low and humble Source 

Of a dark River croſſing, ſtop'd our Courſe. 

Thus far we went, beyond it none can have 


The leaſt Admittance. 


Suffer me to ſubjoin Mr Cotton's Account of 

—— — — to a ſilent Brook at laſt you come, 

And there the Rock its Boſom bows ſo low, 

That few Adventurers further preſs to go; 

For, who will paſs, in double Danger's bound, 

Riſing he breaks his Skull, he's itooping drown'd ; 
Thrice I the Paſs attempted with Deſire, 

And thrice 1 did ingloriouſly retire. 


But to proceed to my Narration. As I had 
got to the Place before my Company, I turn- 
ed round to look for them ; but aSight fo un- 
couth and diſmal I never beheld before: They 
had juſt rear'd themſelves upright from the 
firſt mentioned Rock, and as they came for- 
ward, look'd like a grand Infernal Funeral 
Proceſſion ; in the Front marched a Gentle- 
man in Black, with a Candle in each Hand; 
after him three Ladies, each with one Hand 
on a Woman's Shoulder, and in the other a 
Light ; in like Manner came the reſt, attend- 
ed by a Multitude of Lights on each Side, 
directing their Feet over the wet Sand, 
lippery Rocks, and looſe Stones: Thus they 
marched forward with flow and ſolemn Pace, 
their Heads reclining on their Breaſts; not as 


His own Words are, Huc notir, ultra nulli licet ire. 


„ 

a Mark of Sorrow, but to mark their Foot- 
ſteps: When they were arrived at the Brink 
of the River, an old Man, of venerable Aſpect, 
appear d in the Character of Charon, to know 
who would be ferried over? The Company 
looked ſilently on each other; but none ſeem- 
| 1 prepared for a Voyage to the other World: 
t length our Coachman, who had eſcaped 
the Plague of a Wife and four Children, 
thought it no greater Hazard to venture ano- 
ther Leap in the Dark; and therefore inform- 
ed the old Gentleman, that he was ready to 
go with him; accordingly the Boat was 
dragged to the Shore, which was not like one 
of the Boats of this World ; being indeed no 
other than an oval Tub or Cooler, about ſix 
Feet long, four wide, and one deep; and for 
the better Accommodation of Travellers, the 
Bottom was ſtrew'd with Straw: Into this our 
Man got, and extending himſelf on his Back, 
took Leave of his Friends, and was fairly 
launched off: I he Boatman jumped into the 
River, and wading up to his Middle, tow'd 
his Fare to the Rock, and ſhoving the Boat 
under it, we immediately loſt Sight of him. 
| Wnen the honeſt Driver had thus made 
his Exit, great Part of the Cavalcade return- 
ed back, in the ſame ſolemn Pomp they came 
hither ; for my own Part I could not be ſa- 
tisfied to return without attempting the Paſ- 
ſage : But as the Boat, which was now rc- 
turned for another Freight, appeared too 
ſhallow to ſupport my Weight, I enquired if 
| x | thete 
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there was no other Way of pervading this 
horrible Dungeon, and was ſhewn at the 
Brink of the River, a dirty Hole, full of 
looſe Stones, and not bigger than an Oven's 
Mouth ; thro' this Place, I was inform'd, 
thoſe who did not chuſe to go by Water, 
might travel by Land; not on Foot, but on 
their Hands and Knees, crawling Sideways, 
like as you may have ſeen Crabs by the Sea- 
{ide among the Crevices of Rocks. 


I was left to my Choice, and therefore 
caſting myſelf forward, I tried how the dirty 
rough Pavement would agree with the Tem- 
per of my Hands; being thus prone, I at 
once concluded it beſt to foot it away on my 
Hands and Knees, which J did till I came to 
about the Middle of the Chaſm, and there I 
found my Back cub againſt the Rock, while 
my Waſtcoat Buttons graz'd along the rough 
Stones at Bottom; being encouraged by a 
Perſon before me, who told me I had but a 
little farther to go, I ſcrambled on to the End; 
nor indeed was the whole Way above eight 
or ten Yards; but, (as Sir Jobs ſays) it was to 
me threeſcore and ten Miles, by the Fatigue 
I underwent in travelling it. f 

BEING fairly got through, and help 
upon my Feet, by ſome kind of Chriſtian De- 
vils that I found attending, I lift up my Eyes 
and beheld afar off, through the dark Region, 
a Company (ſurrounded with glittering. Stars) 
of what might be miſtaken for ccleſtial Beings, 
whether Cherubims or Seraphims, could 12 
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be judged at that Diſtance ; but immediately 
they tun d their ſhrill Throats, and chaunted 
a divine Hymn moſt melodiouſly; the Con- 
cert was very agreeable and muſical, to which 
the Echo reſounding through the high and 
hollow Vault did not a little contribute; it 
ſeemed ſomething like that which Milton de- 
. at the mil ing „ eee | 


; - the Sound 
of dulcet Talon and Voices ſweet. 


It my Aſtoniſhment was great at ſceing 
the Mouth of the Cavern, judge what it 
muſt be when I had got thus far, and feeing 
what I now ſaw: Indeed my Spirits wer 
fluttered, and in great Confuſion; the Scene 
was fo new, and fo unexpected, that I was at 
a Loſs to gueſs, whether I had awoke in that 
undiſcover d Country, from hefe Bourn no 
Traveller returus; or whether I was not 
now in a Dream: All about me was total 
Blackneſs, except the few glimmering Lights 
that attended me, and at a great 5 Arno and 
Diſtance others like twinkling Stars; 
us a vaſt Abrupt, an empty ing Sar or Gulph 
of horrid Darkneſs. However, after wipin 
my Face, which was plentifully bedew'd with 
Sweat, notwithſtanding the ſtriking Coldneſs 
and Dampneſs of the Place, I was informed 
by the Guide, (who appeared like Evangeliſt 
in the Pilgrim's: Progreſs) that thoſe Appari- 
tions 1 had ſeen in the Air, were no other 
than a Collection of about a Dozen Lads of 
the Town with Candles in their Hands; 
* * | that 
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that what J heard, was a Chriſtmas Carrol ; 
that the Place they were in, was the higheſt 
Part of the Cavern, and called the Chance, 
to which they clamber'd, over the Rocks ; 
that its perpendicular Height was about thirty 
Yards, and the Diſtance about fifty; that it 
was their Cuſtom to entertain ſubterranean Ad- 
venturers with thoſe Cantations ; for which 
they would expect ſome Gratuity at our 
Return. | 

LEAVING them, we march'd forward 
till we came to the ſecond River, over which 
there was no Bridge, nor the Convenience of 
a Ferry- boat; and therefore no other Way 
of croſſing it, than by wading, or being car- 
ried over on the Guide's Back: As I found 
myſclt too hot for wading, and the Alterna- 
tive might have ſubjected me to being fouled 
over Head and. Ears, the Bottom being full 
of large, looſe, and ſlippery Stones, I thought 
it Time to ſuſpend any further Curioſity, and 
began to conſider how 1 ſhould ger back 
again, there being no other Way out than 
that we cnter'd in by. | 


Wu we got back to the Hole of the 
Rock, the Guide deſired me to ſtand till a- 
while and compoſe myſelf, and when I crept 
thro” not to be in a Hurry; I took his Ad- 
vice, and found the Way leſs difficult than at 
firſt, One Obſervation let me make here, 
which is, that after a ſudden and heavy Rain, 
the River res $a 


wy 
—* bd C 
4 
i os. 
. * 


e 
to prevent any Paſſage under the Rock; and 
if ſuch an Accident had happened while I was 
there, it would have been impollible to 
come out till the Waters were abated, which 
might not have been for ſeveral Days: I was 
informed of this when we came back; had 1 
known it ſooner, I ſhould ſcarcely have been 
ſo fool-hardy, it being now a very ſhowery 
Seaſon. Mr Cotton, who ventur'd farther in 
this Cavern, (according to his own Account) 
than any Man before him, takes Notice of 
this in the following Manner: | 
But ſoon 1 felt a new Acceſs of Pain, 
Now I was here, how to get back again; 
Fot if the Water ſhould fix Inches ſwell, 

| Twou'd render all Retreat impoſſible. N 
Thus my Ignorance incouraged me to encoun- 
ter an Adventure, I ſhould otherwiſe have 
ſhuddered at the I houghts of; but 1 


Unfeen the Danger, we eſcape the Dread. 


M Companion received me with Joy; 
and now having waſh'd my Hands in the River, 
and wip'd the Dirt from my Cloaths as well 
as I could, we returned with cautious Steps, 
till at length, ro our inexpreſſible Pleafure, 
once more our Eyes were bleſt with Day-light. 
When we were fairly got out of the Cavern, 
thoſe little Imnps of Quiriſters, and the old 
Hags of Guides ſurrounded: us, as the Devils 
did Dr Fanftzs, when the laſt Hour was ex- 
pired of. his League with Lacifer ; and. like 
him we ſeemed in Danger of being ſwallow'd 
alive or torn to Pieces, ide, had not paid 
G 8 5 CON- 
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conſiderable Contributions for onr Candle- 

ht Entertainment and Diſmiſſion : After 
which they made us Preſents (for what we 
pleaſed to give them befide) of divers Petri- 
fations, Spar, Ores, and Foffils; of which 
they find great Variety in this and the other 
Caverns and Holes of the Rocks. 


WHEN we came back to our Inn, other 
Strangers were alighted, ſome of whom (as the 
Houſe was not furniſhed with the beſt of Ac- 
commodations) were introduced to dine uith 
us; they conſiſted of — B——!, EI Ne- 
phew to a Lord of that Name, his Lady, and 
2 young Welch Clergyman ; who had travel- 
led hither from Wales, to fee if there could 
be found more hideons Places than his own 
Country afforded. Sometime after Dinner 
we remounted our Chaife, and were conduct- 
ed by our Guide back over the fame Hill we 
came down; when turning Weſtward we paſ- 
ſed within Sight of the Town of Tid/well, 
famous for containing the fourth Wonder of 
the Peak, which is a Well (from whence the 
Town takes its Name) that ebbs and flows 
at uncertain Scaſons; for which Reaſon we 
thought it not worth our W hiles to dance At- 
tendance to its Inconſtancy. We therefore 
bore away more to the Right-hand for Elden- 
Hole, the fifth Wonder: When we came 
within a Mile and a Half of it, we diſmount- 
ed, as there was no Road for a Carriage, the 
Hills being full of large Stones, ſticking out 
of the Ground like the grey Weathers on. 
Marlborough Downs, * | 
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We found Elden Hole ſurrounded with a 
| Stone Wall to prevent Cattle from tumbling - 
into it; the Wall appears to be new raiſed; 
and ſeei the Farmer juſt by it, who holds 
the Land, he inform'd us he had loſt two fat 
 Oxen down the Hole, within the laſt two 
"Years; for which Reaſon, he ſaid, he had 
walled it round : With the Farmer's Aſſiſtance, 
who pulled down ſome of the Stones, we 
15 Admittance, and ſoon  perceiv'd the 

onder we came in Search of. Mr Hobbs 
calls it ( in Contradiſtinction to the laſt Won- 
der we ſaw) Ohſcænæ conſcia virgo figure : : We 
could ſee nothing remarkable bal its being a 
huge Gap or Chaſm in the Earth, 8 
he Effect of an Earthquake; it appears to be 
entirely Rock ; the Length of it 1s about five 
Yards, 5 the Width in the wideſt Part three 
Yards ; ; the Top of it is ſomewhat higher than 
the Surface of the Earth, and the Mouth very 
Jagged and uncven. I Iean'd over and look d 
down as low as the Light enabled me; how 
far lower it goes than I could ſee, I can- 
not inform you ; but I apprehend i it muſt be 
wonderous deep, becauſe tis wondcrous dark. 


Mr Cotton deſcribes this as very terrible Place 
to behold ; 7 


Steep, black, and full of Horror, that who dare 
Look down into the Chaſm, 1 muſt declare, 
If he betray no Fear, is certainly 
A better Chriltian, or a worſe, than I, 


I confeſs it was not to me ſo horrible: I got 
the Farmer to throw down ſome great Stones 
* 1 
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as big as he could lift ; in their Paſſage I ſaw 
them ſtrike the Rock, and bound from Side 
to Side, till I loſt Sight of them, and could 
hear the Sound ſometime after, which, as the 
Stone deſcended, decreaſed gradually, till it 
ended in a Murmur. I cannot learn that the 
Depth was cver known: Mr Cotton, who fa- 
thom'd it, gives the following Account of his 
| How deep this Gulph does travel under · ground. 
Tho” there have been Attempts, was never found ; 
But I myſelf, with half the Peak farrounded, 
 * Fight 71 and Hur Yards have ſounded; 


And tho' of theſe, Hurſcore return'd back wet, 
The Plummet drew, and found no Bottom yet. 


Tris Part of the Country is called Peak 
Foreſt, and is the only Foreſt in England, I 
ſuppole, that has got ſcarce a Buſh or Tree 


in it. 


FaoM hence we made the beſt of our 
Way to Buxton, and foundit a paltry Village, 
which would not be known but for its fa- 
mous Wells. Being Strangers, and depend- 
ing on our Guide's Recommendation, we did 
not put up at the Wells, where, as we were 
afterwards informed, are good Accommoda- 
tions; but ian'd at the Eagle and Child, where 
we ſupp'd in a publick Room, it being the 
Cuſtom of the Place, with about twenty-five 
others, Men and Women, chiefly Travellers 
between Mancheſter and London: After Sup- 
per the Company divided into Parties, and we 


N. B. Four Yards more tlian half a Mile. 
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ſpent the Evening very agreeably ll Bed- 
time, 

NEx r Morning ( Tburſday) we ale be- 
times, and our Chaiſe having ſuffered a ſecond 
Fracture from the violent Shocks of the 
Roads, ſo that the Carriage was ſplit almoſt 
aſunder, while our Driver was getting it 
mended, we went, with a new Companion 
whom we picked up at the Inn, to viſit Porl's 
Hole, the ſixth Wonder of the Peak ; which, 
as it does not appear ſo curious as Peab's Hole, 
therefore I ſhall not trouble you with a long | 
Deſcription of it. 


Pools HoLE is about half a Mile KS 
Buxton; there are. a few ſtraggling Cottages 
about it, inhabited by poor Peo ple, whole 
Livelihood is gain'd by Ewing Strangers the 
Place ; but as we came early, we were not 
rauch crowded with them ; however, three or 
four Women ſoon got Candles and ſhew'd 
us the Way. This Cave lies at the Bottom 
of a Hill called Coirmefs, but the Entrance in- 
to it is very different from the former; for 
this is almoſt hid among Buſhes and Brambles, 
and ſo very low, we were obliged to creep 
with our Hands on the Ground to get in: 


After we were enter'd we found it lofty 
enough, for in many Places we could not ſee 
the Roof. Peak's Hole is very cold and 
damp ; but this is extremely ſo; and the con- 
tinual dropping of Water upon us made it 


very 2 and troubleſome ; ; this 1 


( 32 
being mixed with ſome kind of petrifying Juices 
from the Rock, which is of Lime Stone, has 
formed Abundance of odd Shapes which: the 
Country People have given Names to. Over 
the Entrance we were ſnewn Pool's Bed-cham- 
ber ; on the Right-hand, his Kitchen ; and 
2 little further on, his Saddle, which is a 
large Piece of petrified Matter joined to the 
native Rock, and is ſomewhat in the Shape 
of a Pack- ſaddle; beyond that, we were di- 
rected to his Chair, pendulous from the Roof; 
and juſt by it a Flitch of Bacon, hanging in 
the ſame Manner, and both look'd as if they 
would tumble upon our Heads : Beſides theſe, 
we were ſhewn a Lion and an Ape, Squire 
Cotton's Haycock, gc. all of the fame Mate- 
nals, and as much like what they are ſaid to 
repreſent, as they are like any thing elſe, 1 
aſk'd my Guide who this Poole was? She told 
me he was a great Robber that uſed to har- 
bour in this Cave many Years ago, ſhe could 
not tell in what King's Reign. 


We# were now got about 200 Yards into the 
Cave, ftill clambering up Rocks fo wet and flip- 
ry, that I really thought there was Danger 


of falling and breaking our Limbs ; and if we 


had got a Tumble, I don't know who would 
have pick'd us up, for the Rocks are very ſteep 
and ragged, and on our Left-hand a frightful 
Precipice where we could ſee no Bottom. As 
we were {till aſcending, I aſked how far it was 
to the Queen of Scot's Pillar, which is recs 
koned the moſt curious Thing here, it being 

(ac- 
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(according to Account) a petrified Column of 
conſiderable Height, ſpangled with glittering 
Spar or Oro, and tranſparent; tho'T have ſince 
learnt, the Curioſity has been © conſiderably 
magniſied; the Women informed us it was a- 
boutas far again as we had already come, and 
higher up all the Way; that from thence we 
ſnould deſcend about as far again, being about 
halt a Mile in Length, and then come back 
thro” the Bottom, which would be ceaſier 
walking. I aſk d my Companions whether 
they choſe to go forward or return back: T heir 
Curioſity ſeemed fatisfied as well as mine, and 
they choſe the latter; ſo we faccd about, and 
out again as clean as we could. Ar the 
outh of the Cave, divers Females were at- 
tending with Baſons of Water and clean 
Towels ; (a Ceremony not uſed at Caſtleton ) 
we wafhed our Hands, paid the Fees of the 
Place, and bought a few of their natural Cu- 


"Y rioſities, among which were fome ſmall Chryſtal 


Stones of an oblong Figure, naturally ſquar'd, 
and which runs to a fine Point at each End; 
theſe are called Derbyſhire Diamonds, and are 
found on the Peaks, not by digging, but in 
NMole-hills, where they are caſt up. We 
haſten d back to our Inn, to ſhift and ſmug 
ourſelves up, in order to viſit the Well, the 
Bath, and the Ladies upon the Walks. 
-*BuxToN Well is the ſeventh and laſt 
Wonder of the Peak; famous for a hot and 
Told Spring; fo contiguous, that a Perſon 
may: put his Finger into the hot, and his 
8 | I humb 
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Thumb into the cold at the ſame Time; ſo 


Hiſtory informs us; of the Ituth of it I am 
[not] a Witneſs ; But bathing in, and driak- 
ing the Waters, is recommended by Phyſi- 
cians as an excellent Remedy in nervous Diſ- 
orders. This Place was formerly called Sr 
Ann's Mell, where many miraculous Cures 
were {aid to be perform'd : It lies at the Bot- 
tom of the dirty Village of Buxton ; the pub- 
lick Baths are at a publick Inn, which, by 
Way of Preheminence is dignified and diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Name of the Hall : It is a 
large commodious Houſe, and a great Deal 
of good Company reſort to it in Summer- 
time and ſtay a Month or two for the Bene- 
fit of Bathing, or the Pleaſure of the Coun- 
try for Air and Exerciſe ; there is Plenty of 
Grouſe or Moor-game for Gentlemen that 
love Shooting ; and | rout and Grayling for 
thoſe who like Fiſhing ; in ſhort, there is 
no want of Diverſtons, and the Manner of 
living is eaſy and not expenſive. I hey are ac- 
commodated with a good Aſſembly- room, 
in Which the Company dine and fup to- 
gether ; after Supper they have generally a 
Ball The Well is about a Stone-caſt from 
the Houſe, croſs a * Lane; which is cover- 
ed with a handſome uilding to ſhelter it from 
the Splaſh of the Road, being the Section of 
a Rotunda; the Inſide of which is paved 
with Brick, and the Well ſteen'd round with 
Stone: A young Female attends to dip the 
Water, which I taſted, but do not think it ſo 
warm asthat of he” much leſs than 3 1 
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Bath, The Walks are adjoining the Well, 
and ate contained in a Field of about an Acre, 
almoſt circular; bounded on one Side by a 
pretty River; on the other, by the aforeſaid 
dirty Lane: The Walks are not of Graſs or 
Gravel, but of pure natural Earth, ftrew'd over 
with fine Aſhes to prevent the Soil from ſtick- 
ing to the Ladies Shoes: On the Side next 
the River, ſtands a large Temple, dedicated 
to the Goddeſs Chaacius; in the Middle, a 
Mount is caſt up and planted with Trees and 
Shrubs ; and to cnliven the Scene, a Number 
of tame Rabbits run ſcutting about, hiding 
themſelves among the Buſhes and Nettles, to 
the high Amuſement and Entertainment of the 
Company. Finding but tew Ladies on the 
Walks, (ſix or eight At moſt) we returned back 
to our Inn, eifappointed-in our Expectation of 
finding Burton 2 grand and brilliant Place. 


HAVING diſcharged our Reckoning, we 
ſet forward for Mathck-Bath. The Road i is 
2 Continuance of th: fame Scene, naked Hills 
and defart Dales: Nothing worth Notice oc- 
curred, except the vaſt. Number of Pack- 
D travelling over the Hills, of which we 
counted ſixty in a Drove; their chief Lading 
is Wool and Malt, which they carry crofs the 
County from NVollingham and Derby to Man- 
1 2 ee - We dined at a lone Houſe, called 

a | | | 1 Le Hall; and were ſo ba ay put to it for 
1 
F Water, that none could be got for the Horſes 
5 on: My Account; 15 that the poor Beaſts werc 


ble d to cravel five Miles further, till they 
Were 


* *. 
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wcre ready to drop, before we could meet wih 
any in this dry and barren Land. Travelling 
on, at length we deſcended the Hills to a 
Town call'd Bonſal, encompaſſed with high 
Rocks like Sea Cliffs: Paſſing through the. 
Town, we went down a ſteep and rugged 
Hill, on the Left-hand of which runs a clear 
Rivulet, which, as it deſcended with great 
Impetuoſity, form'd the moſt delightfal natural 
Caſcade I ever ſaw. From hence we patfed © 
along by this Chain of Rocks to Cromar, ,or 
Cromford, which is alſo ſurrounded by them: 
In this 'Town there is a large Smelting Fur- 
nace for Lead, which was the firſt we had 
ſcen, but had not Time to pay it a Viſit. 
Many fine Chryſtal Springs iſſue from the 
Rocks, which forming themlelves into little 
meandering Streams, run tho” the Street, and 
joining at the Bottom of the 'I own, fall into 
the Darwent; I mention this Plenty of Wa- 
ter, to lug in an Obſervation J made of an in- 

enious Blackſmith, who had contrived a 
Water-wheel on one of theſe Streams to turn 
his Grindſtone. Travelling about Half a 
Mile further, we arrived at Matlock-Bath ; and 
here we were made ſufficient Amends for the 
Diſappointment we ſuffer'd at Buxton. 


MaTLock-BAaTH is indeed a moſt beau- 
titul Place; happy in its Situation, for thoſe 
who love a peaceful Solitude, or would divide 
their Jime betwixt that and agrecable Socie- 
ty: It ſeems calculated in the due Medium 
between the gay Flutter and Extravagance of 

| Bath 
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Bath and Tunbridge, and the dull, dirty, life- - 
leſs Aſpe& of Buxton and Epſom ; abounding: 
with every thing that tends to Health and ra- 
tional Pleaſure :- Further than this ir has not 
to boaſt; and beyond this, Happineſs is ſought 


for in vain. 


MAaTLOCK-BaTH conſiſts of one uniform 
Range of Buildings; except an Out-houſe of 
handſome Lodging-rooms, nearly adjoin- 
ing, and the Stables, which are out of Sight 
ofthe Houſe. In the firſt Part of the Build- 
ing are two Baths; one for Gentlemen, the 
other for Ladies; the Entrance and Dr: ſſing- 
rooms are quite diſtin ; the Ladies Bath is 
arch'd with Stone about ten Feet above the 
Surface of the Water, which makes the Place 
cool, and renders it impervious to every Eye 
but their own: Over the Baths are the Lodg- 
ing-rooms, for the Convenience of thoſe who 
moſt conftantly bathe. Beyond the Bath, 
on 'the Ground-floor, is a Range of Rooms, 
each capable of entertaining a dozen People ; 
at the further End is a large Kitchen and Ser- 
vants-hall. In the Middle of the Building, 
is a grand Stajr-caſe, fronting the Top of 
which, is the Muſic- room; on the Right-hand 
is the Aſſembly- room, which is large and 
commodious, having a Paſſage out on the 
Side of the Hill, which riſes to a great Height, 
and ſhelters the Back- part of the Houſe, As 
the Company who come to this Place, are, 
for the Time being. one Famiiy, they break- 
att, dine, and ſup together in this Room, On 

. the 
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the Left-hand of the Muſic-room are Bed- 
chambers, and others on the Floor above. 


BETYORE the Front of the Houſe runs a 
ſpacious Terras; from whence a few — 


bring you down to a level Graſs-plot, conveni- 


ent for the Company to walk or play at Bowls 
on, as they like beſt; and at the Edge of . | 
Green is built a Dwarf-wall, beyond which de. 
ſcends a rocky Shelf to the River Darueut, 

Which is here very wide and rapid, and runs 
with a murmuring Noiſe, greatly inereaſed by 
the Repercuſſion of the Sound from the high © 
Rocks that over-hang it ; the higheſt of them 
called Mathck-Torr, a Perſon near the Place 

told me he had plumb'd, and found the Perpen- 

dicular 123 Yards, being 10 Yards higher than 
the Top of St Paul's. On one Side of the 
Houſe is a Grove of lofty Trees, on the other 
A delightful ſhady Lawn, called The Lovers 
{alk : In ſhort, the whole Place is ſurround- 
ed with agreeable Landſcapes, fine Woods, 
pleaſant Walks, high Rocks, ſteep Hills, and 
romantic Views; which, together with the 
conſtant rolling of the Darwent Streams, ren- 
der it a perfect Paradiſe. 


TowarDs Evening we ſtrolled by the 
River Side, about a Mile to a pretty Houſe at 
the Foot of a Rock, call'd The Buat-houſe ; 

we found the Landlord a facetious Fellow ; 
| who, after drinking to better Acquaintance, 
grew very ſociable, ſhewed us his Garden, the 


\Wall of which, he told us, is One folid * 
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of Marble, and, for ought he knew, was a 
Mile thick: We found it, on Enquiry, to be 
a Vein of grey Marble, ſuch as we had ſeen 
at Aſh/ord, and that at ſome Diſtance is a 
Quarry from whence it is hewn ; He after- 
wards ſhewed us his Houſe, and a neat 
Aſſembly- room, where Company from the 
Bath frequently come to drink Tea, and have 
a Concert; there being a handſome Orcheſtra 
furniſhed with a Harpſichord and divers other 
Inſtruments; Sometimes the Company go in 
the Pleaſure- boat on the River, and have a 
Concert of French Horns, &c. which muſt make 
fine Harmony among theſe Rocks, He told 
us, his Company of Performers was at pre- 
{ent but thin; but that, if we liked Muſic, his 
Daughter and himſelf would endeavour to en- 
tertain us; accordingly, ſhe on the Harpſi- 
chord, and he on the Violin, play'd us half 


a Dozen Pieces in a very agreeable Manner. 


AB Our Seven we return'd back to the 
Bath, where we found ſufficient Amuſement 
till Supper- time, by obſerving the different Em- 
ployments of the Company: Some were 
loitering on the T erras, ſome frolicking on the 
Green, ſome ſauntering in the Grove, and 
{ome amuſing themſelves in the Lovers Walk. 
In the Great Room ſome Ladies were em- 
ploy'd at their Needle, while others were as 
buſy at Cards: I obſerved this Difference; 
thoſe who were at Work had the happieſt 
Flow of Spirits, and were the chearfulleſt of 
the Company. About a Quarter before 

Eight, 
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Eight, a Servant rang a great Hand- bell on the 
'Terras, which we tound was Notice to the 
Company that Supper was ready; about ten 
Minutes after he rang again, which was to 
inform them Supper was 1-rving up. We far 


together at one J able, and Jupped by Day- 
light: The Company conſiſted of about two 


Dozen of Ladies, and two Thirds of a Dozen 
Gentlemen. When Grace was faid, and the 
Company ſcated, a Band of Muſic play d for 
ſome Time: The Supper, which was plain, 
and plentiful, being ended, the Bell was a 
third I ime rung, on which che Com pany aroſe, 
and being diſmiſſed by their Chaplain, form- 


ed themſelves into Parties, ſome to Cards and 


ſome to Country-dancing: As neither of 
theſe ſuited my Companion or Me, we re- 
tired to a private Room, chatred over the 
Pleaſures of the Day, ſmoak' d a Pipe, drank 
a Pint, diſcharged our Reckoning, and went 


to Bed. 


W HaT makes Matlac- Bath ſtill more 
agreeable; is, that beſides the Place being 
pleaſant, and the People who reſort to it po- 
lite, there are no extravagant Charges an- 

nexed ; the Company pay nothing for Lodg- 
ing or Bathing, let them ſtay ever ſo long or 
ſhort a Time ; and the ordinary Expences are 
Three Shillings a-day for Meals, including 
Tea in the Afternoon: And tho' there is 
neither Maſter nor Miſtreſs of the Houle, there 
is found the moſt courteous and complaiſant 


Behaviour from the Attendants, and the whole 
Bu- 
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Buſineſs is conducted with the utmoſt Polite- 
nels, Decency, and Oeconomy. The Rea- 
ion of its being thus managed, by Servants, 
we were informed is, that the Bath Rooms, 
Houſe, c. being new Erections, and ren- 
der'd ſo compleat at a great Expence, by 
the Subſcription of divers Gentlemen round 
the. Country, who are now the Proprictors ; 
at firſt they could not let it at any Rate, nor 
lince at the Rate they ſet upon it; for havin 
taſted the Profits, and finding their Dividends 
amount to more per aun. than by any Rent 
that had been offered, they chuſe to continue 
it to themſelves in the Manner it is. 


Ino k you will excuſe my dwclling fo 
long on the Deſcription of this Place: I ad- 
mire it greatly, and my Companion left it with 
great Reluftance ; but our TI ime being fixed, 
we ſet forward next Morning (Friday) for 
Derby. ee 

RETURNING back by Cromford, we 
mounted the Hills for four or five Miles, 
leaving the Town of Wirk/worth, in the Val- 
ley on our Left-hand. On theſe Hills we 
found the greateſt Number of Mines, this 
Part of the Country abounding with Lead 
and Copper Ore; we obſerved they uſe a Me- 
thod in tracing every, Vein of Ore, whereby 
each Miner 1s afcertained in his Property: 
We could not diſcover the Method they uſe 
in tracing the Veins, but the Manner of 
marking them is by ſticking f{mall-forked 
Sticks of about a Foot long, at certain Di- 
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ſtances, where the Vein runs crooked, each 
Stick mark'd i with, the initial Letters of the 
Miner's Name, and theſe bey call Poſfefſions ; 

fo that no Perſon dare move theſe Marks, or 
dig acroſs or into other Veins, under a levere 
Penalty. From theſe Hills we deſcended to 
a Village, called Braſſington, where we break- 
faſted ; and having diſcharged our Guide, ſer 
forward for Derby, 14 Miles off, along a good 
Turnpike Road, "which has Guide Stump 
(or as we call them, Mile Stones) all the Way. 
We obſerved nothing worth Notice in this 
Part of our Journey, except a View as we 
paſſed along, of the Houſe and Park of Sir 
Nathaniel Curæau; it ſeems a good old Seat, 
and the Park abounds with Wood and Water. 
We had now loſt Sight of the dreary Moun- 
tains of the Peak, and the Profpe& was chan- 

d to a beautiful and fertile chop of green 
13 


Wr foon arrived at Derby, where we din'd 
and took a View of the Town, which is 
large, and has diyers good Buildings, eſpecial- 
ly about the Market place, which is ſpacious; 
and, it being Market-day, and St James's Fair 
likewiſe, the Town appeared populous and 
lively. We went with Intention to ſee the fa- 
mous Silk Mill; but it being Holiday, we re- 
turned diſappointed. We were obliged to tar- 
ry here {ome I ime longer than we intended, 
in order to have our C haiſe mended the third 
Time, four Spokes of one Wheel having, by 
the Violence of 2 between 2 

al 


1 
and Braſſington, been wrench'd by the Fellies; 
the mean time we ſpent very agrecably with 
our Landlord, who was a pleaſant ſenſible 
Man, and a Perſon of ſome Conſequence in 
the Lown, being (as we learned afterwards) 
{ſenior Alderman, and had been twice Mayor 
of the Corporation: He gave us a very enter- 
taining and ſuccinct Account of the Rebels 
Behaviour while in that Town in 1745 
when, being Maſter of the Poſt and Exciſe 
Offices, he was put to his Trumps to ſecure 
the Government's Money from their Hands ; 
and his own Perſon and Property were in 
great Jeopardy on that Account, When our 
Chaiſe was ſet to rights, he very kindly ac- 
companied us to the End of the Town, and 
wiſhing us a good Journey, we proceeded for 
Burton upon Trent, along a fine bowling I urn- 
pike Road, running ſome Part of the Way 

on the Banks of the River Trent, which ap- 
' pears there, about the Width of the Thames 
at Hampton, 


Bu R TON conſiſts of one long regular 
Street, at the Top of which is a croſs Street, 
forming a I; at the End of the croſs Street 
is the Bridge, ſupported upon 37 Arches, and at 
leaſt a Quarter of a Mile in Length, tho' it 
has not a very ſtately Appearance, the Arches 
being equally too low, and too narrow. At this 
Town we fared cheaper than at any other 
Place in our Journey: We ordered two Fowls 

tor Supper, and had beſide, a Diſh of Tarts, 
and 
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2 
and Cheeſe and Butter; for the whole of 
which, including Bread and Small Beer, we 
were charged but Eight-pence a- head, and a 
Groat for our Servant. Here we lodged, and 
next Morning diſcharged our Mausfiela Vehicle, 
and took a Poſt-chat for Litchfield, where 
we arrived about Eight o'Clock to breakfaſt. 
My Companion, during this Stage, was vio- 
lently afflited with the Head-ach ; ſo that we 


were obliged to lay by till after Dinner, 


hoping the Diſorder would go off by Reſt. 


DuR1NG this Time, I went to viſit 
Litchfield Cathedral, which is indeed a fine 
old Structure; the Outſide fo exceſſively de- 
corated with carv'd Work, that you can 
ſcarce look at any Part, but your Eye lights 
on a Saint, or a Monſter, no two Figures be- 
ing alike : The very Water-ſpouts are carv'd 
into the Shapes of Apes and Monkeys, or Dra- 
gons and fiery Serpents, belching forth Flames 
of Rain-water. The Weſt Front has a large 
Window, remarkable for the Excellence of 
its Workmanſhip, and is adorn'd with the 
Effigies of the Kings of I/rael and Judah, 
with proper Emblems or Signatures, ſuch as 
Dauid with a Harp, &'c. Some of them are 
very much defaced by Time, and one entire 
Row has lately been taken down: Theſe * 
Statues are not fixed in Niches; but each 
ſtands on a fine wrought Pedeſtal projecting 
from the Wall, with Gothic Canopies over 
their Heads. It is obſervable from thoſe ta- 
ken down, that they have been work'd up with, 
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and into the Wall, and could not have fallen 
ſo long as the Wall had ſtood. Over this 
Front 5 two lofty Spires, and a third more 
lofty over the Nave of the Church. 


Ox the Infide of the Weſt Front is an 
Tfcription, informing us that the Cathedral 
was originally founded by Of, King of 
Northumberland, A. D. 606; that it was af- 
terwards deſtroy'd and re-built ; and who the 
Perſons were that rebuilt and repaired it till this 
Day. On each Side the Choir are divers vety 


ancient Monuments, the Inſcriptions on which. 


are almoſt wholly defac d; but the Mitres and 
Croziers, which plainly remain to be ſeen, ſhew 


they were the Tombs of the ancient Biſhops of 


this Dioceſe ; the Inſide of the Choir is plain, 
having but few Ornaments to decorate it. 
Here are theRemains of an old tefſulated Pave- 
ment, which appears much more ancient, 


| tho' not fo elegant, as that which ſurrounds 


St Thomas a Becket's Tomb at Canterbury: 

But I could not find any Part of the Pave- 
ment. checquer 'd with Cannel Coal and Ala- 
baſter, in Imitation of black and white Mar- 


ble, which I had ſomewhere read of. 


THERE are ſome Remains of a Wall 
ſurrounding this Part of the City, which is 
divided from the other and far greater Part, by 
a River and divers large Meadows. 1 faw no- 
thing elſe remarkable in Litchfield ; it appears 
4 well-built genteel Town, and has not any 
Thing to render it diſagreeable but the Party- 
diſſenſions and Squabbles of the Inhabitants. 


AFTER 


ET Þ 
Ar TER Dinner, my Companion finding 
himſelf ſomewhat better, we mounted a Poſt» 
chaiſe for Birmingham, where we arrived ſafe 
about Five o'Clock this Afternoon, and were 
kindly received at the Houſe 6f out worthy 
Friend Mr P——, Here I ſhall reſt my Pen 
for the preſent, for inſtead of a Letter, you 
ſee I have wrote a Hiſtory ; if it tires you as 
much in the reading, as it has done me in 
writing, I may be fairly excuſed from an 
more, But not to offend your Patience wi 
further Circumlocution, I conclude, 


& 


Your very affetionate Brother, 


. Vo 


LET- 
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LET T E R IV. 


| | 75 Warwick, Thurſday Evening, July 31. 1755. 


—— 


Dear Brother and Siſter, 


Purpoſe in this Letter to give you as brief 
[ a Detail as poſſible, of the Manner in 
which we ſpent our Time, after our 
friendly Reception at Birmingham, to our 
Arrival at this Place. I cnded my laſt with 
1 an Account of our being got to Birmingham 
7 on Saturday laſt ; where, after the uſual Salu- 
1 tations and Enquiries, and a Diſh of Tea, 
1 which ſet my Companion's Head quite to 
| rights, we walk'd in Mr P-—'s Garden, 
| j i which conſiſts of two Parts; a handſome 
| Flower-garden about half an Acre, ſquare, 
| 


and walled in ; neatly laid out, and as neatly 
kept; on the Left-hand ſtands a convenient 
yummetr-houſe, oppoſite to which is a Gate, 
* opening to a long Graſs-walk, having a Row 
. of Fan Elms on each Side, with Borders of 
various Kinds of Plants and Flowering- ſhrubs; 
| this Walk parts the Fruit and Kitchen Gar- 
i dien; at the End is another Walk on the 
Left-hand, with Rows of tall Fir-trees, Oc. 
The Houle ſtands at the extreme End, and 
| on the higheſt Ground of the *l own, over 
f which the Garden commands a good View 
of the Country on that Side for ſome 

IM Miles. 
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Miles. Being deſtin'd to abide here, we 
ſpent the Evening with Mr P. and his Son, 


Mr S. L. jun. Mr. T. X. of Newberry, and 


another Gentleman, who was till then 2 


Stranger to us, but of that agreeable Sort, 


with whom one ſoon grows acquainted: Our 
Supper was elegant, our Wine good, and the 
Evening was ſpent very chearfully. 


TH E next Morning (Sunday) we employ'd 
like good Chriſtians; and after dining with 
our kind Hoſt, reconnoitred the I own, 
which is another London, in Miniature: It 
ſtands on the Side of a Hill, forming nearly 2 
Half- moon; the lower Part is filled with the 
Work- ſhops and Ware-houſes of the Manu- 
facturers, and conſiſts chiefly of old Buildings; 
the upper Part of the Town, like St James's, 
contains a Number of new, regular Streets, 
and a handſome Square, all well built, and well 
inhabited ; beſides two Chapels, andMeet- 
ing-houſes for every Denomination of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters. There are two Churches; 
one in the lower Part of the Town, an old 
Building, which has a very tall Spire ; the other 
is a very grand modern-built Church, having 
a ſquare Stone Tower, with a Cupola and a 
Turret above it: There is in this Tower a 
curious Peal of ten Bells, which are ſet with 
Chimes, and play ſeven different Tunes, one 
for each Day in the Week, and are much 
more muſical than any Chimes I ever heard 
before, 


We 
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We walk'd about a Mile out of the Town, 
to a Place called Dudſton, formerly a Gentle- 
man's Seat, but now converted into a public 
Garden for muſical Entertainments: It has 
ſeveral ſhady Walks and Arbours, and is a- 
dorn'd with Statues, and a neat Orcheſtra : In 


the Middle is a large Bowling-green; and as 


the muſical Entertainments are perform'd but 
once a Week, the Gardens at other Times 
are free to walk in, or play at Bowls. 

NE xT Morning (Monday) we went to 
ſee Mr . Slitting-mill, which is too cu- 
rious to paſs by without Notice : Its Uſe is, 
to prepare Iron for making Nails; the Pro- 
cels is as follows: 'T hey take a large Iron Bar, 
and with a huge Pair of Shears, work'd 
by a Water-wheel, cut it into Lengths of 
about a Foot each; theſe Pieces are put 
into a Furnace, and heated red-hot, then taken 
out and put between a Couple of Steel Rol- 
lers, which draw them to the Length of about 
four Feet, and the Breadth of about three 


Inches; from thence they are immediately put 


between two other Rollers, which having a 
Number of ſharp Edges fitting each other like 
Sciſſars, cut the Bar as it paſſes thro', into 
about eight ſquare Rods; after the Rods are 
cold, they are tied up in Bundles for the 
Nailors Uſe. We din'd and ſpent the Even- 
ing (after walking again to Dudſton) at Mr 

. | 
-TuEsD Ay Morning, we went, accom- 
panied by our Friends, to viſit the Seat of 
William . 
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William Shenſtone, Eſq; near the Village of 
Hales-Owey, about five Miles from Birming- 
ham. Mr Shenſtone has tender'd his Name 
famous in the literaty World, by divers excel 
lent Pieces of Poetry of the paſtoral Kind, 
and an incomparable Imitation of Spencer, in 
a Poem call'd The School-Miſtreſs : His Am- 


bition ſeems bounded within his Fortune; he 


lives on a paternal Eſtate, which, tho' not 
very large, he finds ſufficient for more than 
the Neceſſities of Life, the Enjoyments of it, 
in a manner agreeable to a Poet and a Philoſo- 
pher: He ſeems juſt ſuch a one as Mr Pope 
approves the Life of, in his Ode on Solitude. 


Happy the Man ! whoſe Wiſh and Care 
A few paternal Acres bound ; 
Content to breathe his native Air 
In his own Ground. 


He has laid out very pleaſant Walks round 
his Fields, which are confined to the Hedge- 


ſide, without encroaching on the Paſture, and 


at proper Diltances has placed Seats which 
command delighttul Views over different Parts 
of the Country, each Proſpect being termi- 
nated by ſome agreeable Object; either a 
Church, a Village, a Gentleman's Seat, or a 
remarkable Hill; over each Bench is inſcribed 
in Latin or Engliſh ſome apt Verſe, which our 
Haſte would not permit us to tranſcribe ; but 
J have ſeen divers of them in the 4th Vol. of 
Poems lately publiſhed by Dodfley. Two 
Caſcades are here remarkable for their Beau- 


ty and Simplicity; exceeding many I hings 


H of 
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of more coſtly Workmanſhip, having the Ad- 
vantage of unaffected Nature on their Side, 
and are indeed ſo elegantly rude, ſo rural and 


romantic, as muſt inſpire the Beholder with a 


Notion, that the yore Deſcriptions of Arca- 
dia and Fairyland are not altogether Fictions. 
We obſerv'd divers Urns of the Roman Kind, 


with Inſcriptions to the Memory of ſeveral of 


his deceas'd Friends, particularly one to the 
Memory of William Somerville, Eſq; and ano- 
ther to Mr Pope's. Groves, Grottos, Root- 
houſes, and Gothic Temples heighten'd the 
Scene; ſo that we had two Hours very agree- 
able Amuſement in ſurveying this Place. Mr 


' Shenſtone met us in our Return, and kindly 


invited us to his Houſe ; but havingother Plea- 
ſure in View, we excuſed our Non-acceptance 
of his kind Offer, and .taking Leave, mount- 
ed again, and proceeded five Miles further to 


HFHagley, the Seat of Sir George Lyitelton, Bart. 


HERE again, as in deſcribing Chatfworth, 
J ſhall be at a Loſs to do Juſtice to my Sub- 
ject; but my Comfort is the ſame here as 
there that, as you are not acquainted with 
the Place, you will not perceive, and will there- 
for ereadily paſs over any Omiſſion in the De- 
{cription. | | 

TE Houſe, which is fituate in a fine 
Park, is both ancient and ruinous, and does 
not ſeem ever to have been a grand one; but 


a new Edifice is building, at a ſmall Diſtance 


rom the other, and at preſent raiſed but to 
6 -þ 555 the 
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the firſt Story, which, by the Plan, appears in- 
tended for a grand and ſumptuous Seat. At 
a ſmall Diſtance is a large Piece of Ground 


walled in, which contains a very noble Plea- 


ſure Ground or Shiubbery, and Kitchen- 


2 both of which ſurpaſs, in Uſe and 


legance, any thing of the kind I had ever 
before ſeen ; the Shrubbery particularly, has 
the greateſt Variety of native and exotic Plants 
of any other; and the chief Gardener who 
attended us, appeared an Adept in his Buſi- 
neſs; not only aquainting us with the Nana 
and Nature of each particular Plant and Flow- 
er, but alſo the Culture, Soil and Climate 
ſuitable to it, and was altogether a civil ſen- 
ſible Man. This Survey took us up above an 
Hour before Dinner : After dining at our Inn, 


we returned to fatiate our Curiofity more fully. 


A LIiTTLE Way from the old Houſe, 


ſtands the Chapel, or (to ſpeak more propetly) 


the Pariſh Church of Hagley It is very ſmall, 
but alſo very neat: Ihe Windows, which 
are in the Gothic Taſte adorn'd with old 
painted Glaſs, being broke in ſome Parts, they 
have been taken out and finiſh'd anew with 
freſh painted Glaſs, in Checquer-work of va- 
rious Colours. At the Sides of the Chancel 


are two noble Marble Monuments; one to 


the Memory of Sir George's Father; the 
other to his late Lady: The Inſcriptions on 


both, and the Monody on his Lady's Death, 


wrote by Sir George, are Monuments which 


will remain much longer than the Marble. 


HavixG 
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Havinc found the Gardener again, we 
walk'd up the Park, which aſcends all 
the Way, and is furniſhed with a Wood 
of as tall ſtout Oaks as are to be found 
in England, Our firſt Reſt was at an Alcove ; 
in the Front of which deſcended from the Hill 
a very fine Caſcade, which falling on our Right- 
hand, ſupplies ſeveral large Fiſh-ponds, ſhel- 
ter'd by the Woods. Advancing ak hence, 
we ſaw at a conſiderable Diſtance on the 
ſame Side another Alcove, which the Garden- 
er informed us ſtood on a favourite Spot of Mr 
Pope's; and that this Alcove was erected to his 
Memory, being call'd Pope's Seat: Taking a 
Round to avoid the quick Aſcent of the Hill, 
we got up to it, and could not but approve the 
Poet's Choice: 'T he back-part being turned to 
the South, is ſhaded with a Grove of Oaks, 
which continues round the Slope to the Eaſt 
and North. In the Front lies a fine ſloping 
Lawn, the favourite Receſs of a numerous 
Herd of Deer; better ſuited both for Repoſe 
and Paſture, than the more open parched 
Plains : On the Left-hand, towards the Weſt, 
is as fine a View over the Tops of the Trees, 
a- croſs the Valley, as the Eye can be delighted 


with. 


 ConTinvinG our March up Hill, we 
came to a Cell, or Hermitage, hewn out of a 
rugged Rock, and covered with Roots of 
Trees; at the Entrance is an ill- ſhaped Stone- 
table, encompaſſed by a Bench of Turf, and 
farther in, (dangerous to ſimple Maids !) a 


moſſy 
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molly Bed. At a ſmall Diſtance is a 3 


Hut, neatly matted round, and towards 


the Roof are various Figures wrought with 


ſmall Pebbles and different-colour'd Snail 


Shells. From hence we paſs d by ſome Fiſh- 
ponds which ſupply the Caſcade, and ſaw at a 
ſmall Diſtance, what appears to be the Ruins 
of an old Caſtle; but the Gardiner told us it 
was a new Erection, but ſo very artfully form'd 
as to bear the Marks of great Antiquity ; the 
lower Part of the Building is a Keeper's Lodge; 
this is near the End of the Park, where ſcaling 
the Pales by Means of a double Ladder, we 
found ourſelves on an open barren Mountain, 
with here and there a fe- Patches of Fir- trees: 
this is called Clent-hill, and commands a moſt 
extenſive View over the Country ; we ſeeing 
from hence the Tekin in Shropſhire very plain, 
which is ſaid to be 30 Miles diſtant; and the 
black Mountains in Wales 50 Miles; Marven 
Hills, and the City of Worceſter ; the Towns 


of Kiddermiſter, Stourbridge, &c. From hence 


were turned by another Way, and found a new 
Variety of pleafant Scenes, of which I ſhall 
mention but one: At the Top of a large Lawn, 
which looks down directly on the new Houſe, 


is fixed a lofty Ionic Column of Stone, erected 


at the Charge of the late Prince of Wales, and 
will remain a Monument to his Memory. 

Thus have I given you a faint Deſcription of 
2 moſt delightful Place, too flight to form in 
your Mind, Ideas adequate to its Beauty. Af. 
three Hours moſt delightful wandering over 
this terreſtrial Paradiſe, we returned, unwea- 
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(189) 
ried with the Pleaſure, tho' ſufficiently tired 


with the Exerciſc; and mounting our Vehicle, 
got back to Birmingham about Jen at Night. 


NEXT Day (Wedneſday) we went to ſee 
an Iron Furnace at a {mall Diſtance from 
Birmingham, where the Iron Ore is ſmelted 
and run into Pigs. The Furnace is built like 
2 Lime-kiln, and kept continually burning. 
The Iron Stone or Ore being mixed with a 
Quantity of Charcoal, is put in at the Top, 
when falling on other Parts of the ſame Kind 
already burning, the Charcoal catches the 
Fire, and as it burns ſinks lower in the Fur- 
nace with the Ore; as it deſcends, the Fire 
burns fiercer, being continually blown by two 
Pair of monſtrous Bellows, which moving alter- 
nately by means of aWater-wheel, throw in a 
continued Stream of Air, which increaſing the 
Fire in the Charcoal, and the Iron Stone being 
mixed with it, it melts away into a proper Re- 
ceiver, and the Droſs runs from it in Streams 
of liquid Fire: When a ſufficient Quantity is 
thus fluxed, the Metal is let out into a wide 
Frame in the Ground, filled with Sand, Which 
is hollow'd into 1 renches of the Shape of the 
Pigs of Iron, and many Pigs are caſt together, 
joining to a long Middle- piece, call'd The Sow. 


WE return'd from hence to the Town, 
and faw the Manufactory of Mr Taylor, the 
'moſt conſiderable Maker of Gilt-metal 
Buttons, and enamell'd Snuff- boxes: We were 
alſſured that he employs 500 Perſons in thoſe 
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two Branches, and when we had ſeen bisWork- 


ſhop, we had no Scruple in believing it. The 
Multitude of Hands each Button goes thro' 


before it is ſent to the Market, is likewife ſur- 


priſing; you perhaps will think it incredible, 


when I tell 2 they go thro' 70 different 


Operations of 70 different Work- folks; but 


ſo we were inform'd ; whether it be exactly 


true or not I cannot affirm, the Number ſeemed 


to me uncountable ; tho' from what dwelt on 


my Memory afterwards, reflecting on what I 
had ſeen, I could not find fo conſiderable a De- 
ficiency as to raiſe a Doubt of the Truth of it. 


WE were too much ſtraightned for Time to 
fee more of the Manufactories of the Towr, 
and were inform'd this was the moſt worth a 
Sranger's Notice. We din'd at Mr L— s, 
in the Afternoon we walk'd to his Country 
Seat, (about two Miles from the Town) which 
he calls his Farm: It conſiſts of a large gen- 
tee] Houſe and Gardens, Stables and Out- 
houſes, Which are moſtly new Buildings, 
very neat and convenient; before the Front 
of the Houle is a long ſpacious Lawn, planted 


on each Side with Rows of Elms, leading to 


the Road ; the Dairy and other Branches re- 
lating to the Farm lay at ſome Diſtance from 
the Houſe, which renders it more cleanly and 
agreeable: After drinking Tea, we returned, 
and ſpent the Evening at the Caſtle Club over 
a Half-pint and Cheat, The Company was 
pretty large, and very chearful ; my Compa- 
nion in particular became extremeiy joyous ; 


but 
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but I am afraid we Londoners rather en- 
croach'd too much on the Good-nature of 
our Birmingham Friends; for, Cheat after 
Cheat, fo diforder'd their Oeconomy, and de- 
ſtroy'd their Scheme of Frugality, that in the 
End neither the Landlord or his Drawers, or 
any of the Company, could count the Rec- 
koning : ſo that we either cheated him or out- 
ſelves at laſt. 


Tn 1s Morning we took Poſt-chaiſe for 
Coventry, accompanied by our good Friends 
Mr S. L. and Mr T. P. junrs. We paſt by 
ſeveral fine Seats, and ſtopt to bait at the Bull 
Inn at Meriden, call'd by the Country People 
The hand/omeſt Inn in England: It is indeed a 
well-built genteeliſſi Houſe, has a neat Gar- 
den, good Fiſh-ponds, and a tolerable Pro- 
ſpect round it; but its Beauty, I believe, 
was conſiderably diminiſhed in my Eye, 
from the high Optnion I had conceived of it 
by Hear-ſay. About Noon we arrived at 


Coventry ; and while Dinner was getting ready, 


took a View of the Town, which conſiſts 
chiefly of old Buildings of Wood and Plaiſter, 
the Stories projecting over each other, like thoſe 


of London built before the Fire. I he Croſs, fo 


famous for its Workmanſhip, is almoſt demo- 
liſhed, the Jop being taken down to prevent 
its falling: It is faid to have been erefted in 
the Reign of Henry VIII. and was 66 Feet 
high; what remains at preſent makes but a 
mean Appearance, and is not above 16 Feet 
high, What Pity fo fine Sculprure _— 

ve 
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have becn beſtow'd on ſuch ordinary Stone 


as that with which it is built! But being the 


Produce of the Country, I fuppoſe they ſought 
for no other: And not only the Crofs, but the 
Churches alſo, (of which there are two with 
magnificent Spires) are built with the fame 
fort of Stone; which being ſandy and porous, 
the Wind and Rain ſoon penetrate and ſpoil 
its Beauty. 


THE Image of Peepiys Tom, which pro- 
jects out at a Window facing the Strect that 
leads to the Croſs, is painted and dreſſed 
out with a laced Hat, a large Perriwig, a 
long Cravat, and a Scarlet Coat; and is in- 
deed a very contemptible Figure : I is Pity 


the ridiculous Legend that firſt occaſioned its 


being placed there, has not been Jangh'd out 
of Countenance before this lime of Day; 
but ſo many Subjects of the ſame fabulous 
Kind, being ſtill preſerv'd in many Towns 


and Cities of England, riot excepting London 


itſelf, may plead ſomewhat in their Excuſe. 
The Reaſon they give for ſupporting this Figure 
and the annual Farce of a Proceſſion, is ground. 
ed upon a Story, that ſometime about the 
Reign of Edward the Confeſſor, one Lerfric, 
Earl of Mercia, and Lord of that City, being 
for ſome Caufe or other offended with the 


Citizens, laid heavy "I axes on them, ſweating 


they ſhould not be taken off, till they could 

procure a young Damſel to ride on Horſe- 

back naked thro' the City in the Day- time; 

on this, the good Lady Godiva, the fair 

Daughter of Thero/d, Sheriff of Lincolnſhire, 
| I 
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agreed, in order to appeaſe the Wrath of his 
Lordſhip, ſo to ride, on Condition the Doors 
and Windows of the Houſes ſhould be cloſe 
ſhut, that none might be witneſs of her Shame, 
to which the Earl conſented ; but a poor 
Taylor muſt needs be peeping, for which 
Wickedneſs he was ſtruck blind ; And to per- 
petuate the Remembrance of the Lady's Cha- 
rity, and the "Taylor's Roguery, his Effigy 
has ever ſince been fixed up as a Warning to 
others, how they hazard to pay for their 
peeping; and the Proceſſion of a Perſon 
dreſſed up like a naked Woman, is continued 
annually amidſt Thouſands of Spectators. 


FROM Coventry we ſet forward for this 
Place, and paſs'dthro' a Town call'd Kenel- 
worth, near which are the Ruins of a once 
very large and ſtrong Caſtle, call'd Kenel- 
worth-Caſtle ; it being little out of our Way, 
we alighted and paid it a Viſit. There is 
ſomething awful and ſolemn, ſomething that 
{trikes the Mind with a fort of pleaſing Re- 
verence, in approaching, beholding, and re- 
flecting on thoſe Remains of ancient Grandeur! 
at leaſt it has that Effect on me, and occa- 
ſion'd the recalling ſeveral particular Relations 
in Hiſtory of "I ranſactions in this once grand 
and ſtately Edifice, whoſe ancient Magnificence 
ſeems ſcarcely yet eclipſed, while ſo noble Ruins 
ſtill remain: Its Walls of prodigious Height 
and Thickneſs, tho* now over-grown with 
Moſs and aged Ivy, and the Floors and Tims 
bers crumbling to Duſt, were once ſo * 

anc 
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and formidable, that in the Reign of Hen. III. 
the Garriſon held out a fix Months cloſe 
Siege of the King's Forces, headed by the 
King himfelt; and when drove to ſuch Di- 
| ſtreſs and Famine, that they eat their Horſcs, 
would not capitulate, but ſurrendered on their 
own Conditions. Here Edward II. Grand- 
fon to Henry III. after being depoſed by his 


own Queen, was kept cloſe Priſoner, and af- 


terwards convey'd away in the Night- time, 


and in an open Field on a Hill between this 


Place and Warwick, which we paſs' d over, 
was ſet on the bare Ground, and ſhaved with 
cold Water out of a naſty Ditch ; ſoon after 
which he was barbarouſly murder'd. Shate- 
ſpeare in his hiſtorical Plays frequently makes 
this Place a Scene of Action. I hope you 
will excuſe this Digreſſion, I ſhall now ſoon 
have donc. 


FRO M Kenelworth we paſſed by Guy's 
Cliff, and ſoon arrived at Warwick, where 
we were met by Mr P. ſen. and Mr 7. who 
came a nearer Road from Birmingham. At- 
ter refreſhing ourſelves at the Inn, we went 
to ſee the Town, which confiſts principally of 
one regular Well-built Street, at each End of 
which is an ancient Gate. Ihe Great Church, 
called St Mary's, is a fine Structure, a conſider- 
able Part of it having been lately rebuilt ; it 
has a large high "Tower, which extends fo far 
into the Street as to afford a 1 horoughtare for 
Coaches. 
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Bu T the moſt remarkable Thing in I ur- 
wick is the Caſtle, which isagrand ſquare Build- 
ing, ſtanding on a high Rock, at the Foot of 
whith runs the River Avon, Ihe Entrance 
to the Caſtle is level with the Town ; but the 
Front toward the River is very high and ſpa- 
cious, little inferior to the North Front of 
Windſor Caftle, At one Corner is a lofty 
round Building, calPd Guy's Tower; the o- 
ther Corners are alſo adorn'd with Towers, 
but not equally magnificent. In one of the 
Out-houles in the Caſtle-yard, we were ſhe wn 
divers romantic Reliques of the famous Guy ; 
ſuch as his Walking-ſtaff, his Spear, his Sword, 
his Buckler, his Bow, his Spurs, and his 
Porridge-pot ; as likewiſe the Slipper of that 
renowned Lady, for whoſe Sake he under- 
took and perform'd all his wondrous At- 
chicvements, the Fair Phillis: On the Wall 
is depicted the fierce and bloody Combat be- 
tween this redoubted Hero and the Giant 
Colebraud : All which fabulous Stuff, tho' 
ſome will ſmile at it, is calculated well enough 
to make the ignorant Country People ſtare, 
and wonder at Guy's amazing Strength and 
Courage. | 

Warwick-CasTLE is the Seat of Earl 
Bra, and conſiſts of many grand Apart- 
ments moſt elegantly furniſhed, particularly 
in one Room are two Marble Tables of ex- 
quiſite Beauty, purchaſed lately in Italy. O- 
ver the "Tables are the Pictures of the late 
Prince and the Princeſs of Wales, the Frames 
of which are moſt richly carv'd and gilt: The 

| Pictures 


1 


Pictures were a Preſent from the Prince; and 
the Frames (we were told) coſt 500 Guincas. 
Theſe Apartments are from the Entrance di- 
rectly level with the Yard ; yet the Windows 
being over the Rock, are of a prodigious 
Height, and command a fine Proſpect of the 
River, Gardens, and Park, and an extenſive 
View of the Country for many Miles. 


To-mokRow we ſhall ſet our Faces home- 
wards, having taken Places in the Birmingham 
Coach: On Saturday Evening I hope to ſee 
London, and my Friends in Health and Safety; 
after a Journey which hitherto has proved 
very agreeable, but not exceeding the Pleaſures 
which are to be found at Home. Thus I 
conclude my Memorandums of this Journey ; 
and remain, 


Moſt affetionately, Yours, &c. 


